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be productive of a certain amount of good.
It is in this direction: The clause am it
stands compels the person who signs the
statement to tbe Commisssioner to certify of
his knowledge that another person is suffer-
ing from this disease. This has been a great
stumbling-block to the Corimissioner, and it
might easily be got over by making it read,
that the person making the sigmed statement
ied the Commissioner {0  believe that
the person mnamed was suffering from the
disease. A person may contract a disease
and he may know sometimes from whom he
got it, but it is a very difficult matter indeed
ior him to certify on paper that that person
is soffering from the disease, He ean give
to the Commissioner such information as will
lead the Commissioner to infer that the per-
son has the disease, and if he signs that
statement, it should be a protection against
an innocent person who might be wrongfully
accused. 1 propose in Committee to submit
that the following words be deleted.

The PRESIDENT: If I were the hon,
member, I would wait for the Committee
stage before giving details.

Hon. A, J. H. SAW: There is another
point to which I wish to refer now that we
have the Health Bill before us. It will be
within the recollection of hon. members that
when the Coroners Bill was being considered,
I bronght forward an amendment giving a
coroner on the application of the Commis-
sioner of Health power to make an order to
enable a medical man to conduet a post mor-
tem examination on the body of a person
who had died or who was suspected of hav-
ing died from an infectious disease. I sub-
mitted certain arguments which econvineced
the House of the utility of such a provision.
Unfortunately, when the measure got back
to another place with that amendment in it,
the amendment was ruled out of order be-
cause it was contended that it was not ap-
plicable to a Coromers Bill and should more
properly have found a place in a Health Bill
Now that we have the Health Bill before
us, I intend to submit this amendment again.
I may point out that at the preesnt moment
we are in great danger of the dread disease,
buboric plague, being introduced into the
State, and to my mind it is necessary that
there should be some power for the Commis-
gioner to be able to order post mortem ext
aminations in cases where people die as the
result of these serious maladies which may
inflict inealculable harm on the community.
I support the second reading of the Bill

The PRESIDENT: While it is quite ad-
missible for hon. members who intend to re-
pair omissions in a Bill te indicate those
amendments in general terms, it is not de-
sirable, indeed it is out of order, to anticipate
a debate by discussing those amendments
before they reach the Committee stage. I
mention this in order to save time in the con-
sideration of the second reading of this
measure, * Dr. Saw was quite in order in indi-
cating in general terms the amendments he
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intends to submit, but hon. members will not
be in order in debating those amendments.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. H. P. Colebatch—East—in reply)}
(10.6]: I merely rise to ask Dr, Saw to place
his amendments to the Health Bill on the
Notice Paper. I am entirely in accord with
them,

Quesiton put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

BILL—NORTH FREMANTLE RATES
VALIDATION.

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
{Hon. H. P. Colebateh—East) [10.7]: This
is a very short Bill, its objeet being to rec-
tify an error which was made by the mayor
of North Fremantle, The Act provides that
the mayor shall sign every page of the rate
book, but instead of signing every page, the
mayor merely signed ounly the last page,
thinking by so doing that he was complying
with the Act. Without a validating Bill
of this kind, the ratepayers may evade their
responsibilities. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.
Question put and passed,
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Houge adjourned at 10.10 p.m.

Legislative Hsscmbly,

Tuesday, 131h December, 1331,

Page

Questlons:  Raflway Constmction-—l Esperanue
Northwards ; 2, Margaret River ... 2319
Mable Case, compensatlon . .. 2310
Privilege : Distributlon of circulars 2919
Motion: St.nndin% rders Suspension, Close of Session 2819
Billa: Workers Homes Act Amendment, 33 ... 2819
Permanent Reserves (No. 2), 2r. Com, report. 209
Agricultural Baok Act Amendment. 2n, 2322
Industries A Act, Cont 2324
Trnﬂic Act Amendment, 2, ... . 2824
Act Axo t, Mesaage, Zg. 2334
Lund Agenls, Com., report ... - 2357
Cleser Settlement, Com, . 2967
Stamp, Counell’s prmed request. 2358
The SPEAEER took the Chair at 4.30°

pam. and read prayers.



[13 DeceEmeer, 1921.}

QUESTIONS (2)—RAILWAY CON-.
STRUCTION.

Esperance Northwards,

Hon. T. WALKER asked the Minister for
Works: Has any order yet been placed for
the supply of rails and other requisites for
the construction of the Esperance-Northwards
line ¥ )

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
Ten miles of rails and thirty thousand sleep-
ers are on hand, and steps are being taken in
regard to the balance required.

Margaret River.

Mr. PICKERING asked the Premier; Can
he give an approximate date for the com-
mencement of the comstructional work on the
Margaret River railway?

The PREMIER replied: Clearing iz al-
most completed. Stepa are being taken to
carry out the work without unavoidable de-

lay.

QUESTION—MABLE CASE, COMPEN-
* SATION.

Mr. SIMONS asked the Colonial Secretary:
Has he considered the elaim for compensation
made by Thomas Mable, and, if so, what de-
cision has been arrived at?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
Yes. The claim canoot be entertained.

PRIVILEGE—DISTRIBUTION OF
CIRCULARS,

Hon. W, . ANGWIN: I should like to
draw attention to the action of some person
uging the, privileges of the House to distri-
bute cirenlars without any signature. Is 1t
permissible for persons to distribute circulara
in Parliament House without either signing
those circulars or giving any information as
to where they came from?

Mr. Lutey: There is quite a deluge of them.

Mr. SPEAKER: Are the circulars printed
on Parliamentary paper?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: XNo, and whoever
is responsible for them is ashamed to sign
his name.

Mr. SPEARKER: Are they in Parliament-
ary cuvelopes?

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: No.

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, I have no know-
ledge of the origin of those eirculars, but 1
will make inquiries.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIX: In my opicion any
person who distributes cireular letters np here
ought to sign his name to them so that mem-
bers might know where the information eomes
from.

Hon. P. Collier:
cost of them, .

Mr. SPEAKER: A cnstom has grown up
under which circulars are handed to messen-
gers to be put inte members’ boxes, In future

And know who pays the

2319

I will make other arrangements, We must
first know what is contained in the circulars.

Mr. Underwood: You cannot know that if
they are in envelopes.

Mr. MULLANY: I should like an expres-
sion of opinion 3 to whether letters or cireu-
lars should be allowed to be delivered at Par-
liament House by hand and put into members’
boxes. It is becoming somewhat of a mnuis-
ance. When people have information which
they desire to impart to members, at least
they should be called upor to put the ordin-
ary postage stamps on the letters comtaining
the information. I think the aystem of de-
livering circulars up here by hand is entirely
wrong. :

Mr. SPEAKER: TFor some years past it
has been the eustom to distribute circulars
in this way, but now that attention has been
drawn to it, I will make such arrangements
a8 will subject members to aa little annoy-
ance as possible in this direction. .

MOTION—STANDING ORDERS SUS-
PENSION,

Cloge of Session.

Order of the Day read for the resumption
from the 8th December of the debate on the
following motion by the Premier:—*That
for the remainder of the session the Stand-
ing Orders be suapended so far as to emable
Bills to be passed through all their stages in
one day, and messages from the Legislative
Council to be taken into consideration on
the day on which they are received; alsn, so
fur as to admit of the reporting and adopt-
ing of the resolutions of the Committee of
Supply and Ways and Meanrs on the day on
which they shall have passed those Commit-
tees.’’

Question put and passed

BILL—WOQREERS HOMES ACT AMEND-

ME

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil.

BILL—PERMANENT RESERVES
(No. 2).

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—XNortham) [4.41] in moving the second
reading said: The Bill is to enable the pur-
boses of certain reserves to be changed.
The first is reserve A10705, Pingelly lot 135.
This was reserved for public buildings, but
it is no longer wanted for that purpose, and
it i3 now proposed that it shall be reserved
for a soldiers’ memorial park. It is a small
but centrally situated area, and will make
an entirely suitable place for the erection of
a memorial to the soldiers, and also a most
convenient reserve for the public . The idea
of the local people is to plant it with trees,
beautify it and make of it a popular rest-



ing place. The Minister for Works and I
bhave inspeeted the site. The local people
have raised a consilerable sum of money,
aod they are anxious that they shall have
this reserve for the purpese I have stated.
The second reserve dealt with in the Bill,
namely, reserve Al3677, is situated in the
South-West. Tt was set aside as a reserve
for the preservation of the flowering red
gum, which is to be found only in the ex-
treme south-western coruer of the State. The
reserve was not very closely inspected at the
time, and it is now found that the flowering
red gums on an adjoining area are much
finer specimens than those on the area re-
served. This tree i3 now found in an  ad-
jaeent area to a very much larger extent
than was supposed. The land has been
closely elassified and properly loeated, and
it may be that this new reserve will enable
us to preserve this particular tree.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Where is the locality?

The PREMIER: Tt is between Denmark
and the Frankland River. It is the only
place in which this tree grows and we think
it ought to be preserved. We thought wa
had preserved it in the past, but now we
find that it is eontained over a larger area
and we propose to endeavour to preserve it
for the future by creating this reserve of
1,466 aeres instead of 392 acres. Only a
small portion of the land which has been set
aside contained some of these trees.

be done and I have no hesitation in asking
the House to agree to the proposal.

Mr. O'Loghlen: You have a similar area
ndjacent. - :

The PREMIER: We are adding 1,330
acres, and eutting out 266 aecres which is
suitable for settlement. I think it was or-
tginally located by Sir Newton Moore. He
was right in preserving these trees, but the
area reserved was not large enough. In the
Kimberleys there is a reserve of four million
acres for aborigines. It is proposed to
eliminate 880,00 acres and to make this
land available for pastoral purposes. The
northern houndary of the land to be elimi-
nated will he two miles from the Forrest
River Mission. The land is desired by re-
turned soldiers who have been in training at
Moola Buolla. The Aborigines Department
say that they do not need all this land. I
cannot understand how four million acres
conld have been hanided in one block to the
Aborigines Department. This land is close
to Wyndham and ought to be stocked. I
could understand a reserve of a fair area
being made for aborigines, but not an area
of such large extent.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Have you anyone speeially
in view!?

The PREMIER: There are some soldiers
who have been trained at Moola Bulla, and
we are desirous of settling them on the land.

Mr. O'Loghlen: If the Government guar-
antec that they will get it, it will be all
right. .

The
Forestry Department agree that this should
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The PREMIER:
it they will get it

Mr., O'Loghlen: So long as no one else
gets it, it will be all right.

The PREMIER: It is entirely for soldiers.
We sent up some soldiers to that place to
be trained, and this land will be available
for them. I think the committee which sat
on the question recommended that 250,000
acreg would be sufticient for a pastoral lease,
This should make good land upon which to
settle soldiers, and the House need have no
fear about their getting it.

Mr. QO’Loghlen: If they apply for it, they
will get it?

The PREMIER: It is entirely for them.
This is land which ought not to be unoccu-
pied. Then there is a reserve at Bunbury.
I am sorry the member for North-East Fre-
mantle {Hon, W, C. Angwin} is not present,
because this is in his Hne.” The Bunbury
municipality have about 28 acres of reserve
lying along the south beach. No doubt many
membera have enjoyed the surfing there, TUn-
like Point Walter, this foreshore cannot he
approached from the water by beat. The
beach is very rugged, but it is very much
used by visitors to and the people of Bun-

It the solliers apply for

bury. They want to let up to one
acre of this land for the purpose of
rcfreshment rTooms, They do mnot say

exactly whieh part they want to let, and
I do net think that is necessary, as the strip
is a long one. Probably the land will be let
in more than one Jot. I am asking the House
that they shoull be allowed to let one acre
for this purpoese for 21 years. There should
he tea-rooms there. Many people come in
from Collie and other centres, amd when they
go to the beach there is no accommodation
in this way for them.

Hon, P, Collier: Ts the reserve upder the
control of the RBunbury municipal couneil?

The PREMIER: Tt is a class ‘“A’7 re-
serve vested in the mopieipality, I ido not
know what rental they intend to ask for the
21 years' lease, If these reserves are to he
kept in otder there should be an endeavour
made in each case to get a small revenue
from them.

Hon. P. Collier: Is it a somewhat similar
case to Point Walter!

The PREMIER: Trecisely the same, ex-
cept that it cannot be approached from the
water. The proposed site is on the ocean
drive, as indicated on the plan. Perhaps the
most important reserve in the Bill is that in
connection with the Claremont municipality.
This will save the House the necessity for
tlisenssing the Bill on the Notice TPaper as
introducerl by the member for Claremont
(MMr, J. Thomson), The hon. member has
already afforded the IHouse some infermation
on the point. He said quite calmly that it
was proposed to make an exchange of muni-
eipal land for Government laund. Only a
Scotebman “would make such a proposal. It
is a very wise cne and has my support. At
(laremont there is a considerable area of
recereation ground vested in the couneil. This
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land is the same as that mentioned in the
EBill moved by the hon, member. On the un-
derstanding that that Bill will be withdrawn,
I ask the House to agree to about two acres
of the reserve being added to the mumicipal
electric light station, which is to be dupli-
cafed. It is a good proposition, and I think
the House, should encourage it. At present
they use next door a bit of reserve No. 8002
for municipal stables. 1f this block is
. granted to them, the municipal stables will
have to he removed to it.

Mr. J. Thomson: We agree to that.

The PREMIER: 1 hope the House will
agree that the Claremont municipality is de-
serving of this land. T move—

That the Bill be now rea’l a second time.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder} [4.55): This
is the usual c¢lass of Bill which comes down
every session with the idea of changing the
purp.oses of reserves, The House must be
careful before consenting to change the pur-
pose of a reserve to some other purpose, On
more than one oceasion T have found that
ihe best interests of the district concerned,
and the gencral wish of the people of the
district, are against the propozed alteration.
1 do not say that is so in this case. Some-
times an influential few in a distriet may en-
gincer a Bill for the purpose of changing
the purpose of a reserve, perhaps in a diree-
tion whi~h mighr suit their sporting instinets.
This is really a matter which concerns the
member for the distrier.” If the member for
the district is satisfied, there should be no
reason  why other members who are not
directly interested should raise any objection.
I take it the member for DPingelly (M,
Hickmott) knows about the alteration of the
reserve in his distriet, and likewise the mem-
ber for Bunbury in regard to the Bunbury
municipality. Tt dJdoes scem to ‘me that to
grant a lease of the small portion of the re-
serve along the ocean front in Bunbury for
refreshiment rooms would be justified. As
the Premier has said, it is a roeky beach and
is not approachable from the ocean. It is
several hundreds of yards from the town,
and many people would desire to avail them-
selves of any accommodation that might be
provided there. I agree that to reserve fonr
million aeres for aborigines in one bloek is
too much. At the same time it would not be
aivisable to eliminate any portion of this
reserve exeept for soldier settlement. We
shonld not be justified in allowing it to be
leased to any person who already holds en-
ormotts areas in that distriet.

The Premier: Tt is for soldiers.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T accept the Premier’s
word. On those grounds no member conld
have any objeetion. T hope the soldiers will
not fail to make application. Tf they do not,
no doubt those owning station property in
tkat part of the country will realily avail
themselves of the opportumity fo take it up.
T hope the Premier will see that the rights
of retnrned soldiers are safegvarded, and
that this land is made available fo them.
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The Premier: I will go so.

Hon. P. COLLIER: \When the member
for Claremont introedueed his Bill for the
purpose of dealing with the reserve in his
municipality, I supported the proposal.

Hon, W, C. Apngwin: This i3 a better one.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am not sure of that,
I was prepared to support the hon. member
in his Bill, but the Premier having secured
the adjournment of the debate dwelt upon
the matter for many weeks and now comes
down with a different proposal.

Mr, J. Thomson: It is quite the same.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If it is the same piece
of land and the conditions attached to it are
similar, why any need for the alteration? I
warn the hon. member that as a new member
he should look carefully into this matter
and sec whether the Premier has not tricked
him, und make sure that he is being given
the same piece of ground as that which was
deseribed in the Bill the hon. member in-
troduced. Is it to be used for the purpose of
erecting an electric light plant?

Mr. J. Thomson: That is right.

Hon. P, COLLLER: T am not opposing the
Bill, I am oonly speaking in this way in the
interests of the hon. member himself. I wish
to secure for him the rights which he desired
to obtain as expresged in the Bill he sub-
mitted, but I am afraid that the Premier
has amended the matter in-such a way that
it will not give the mumicipality what they
desire.

Mr. .J. Thomson: Oh, yes, it is all right.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Then I will not offer
any further objection.

Mr. .J, Thomson: The plan is here in my
drawer.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Being in the hon.
member’s drawer is not of much value to
other hon,. members. The electrie light sta-
tion is right oppoesite the Claremont railway
station if I mistake not, and in close proxim-
ity to the Show ground. We want to be care-
ful that we do not permit unsightly build-
ings to be erected. Claremont is such an at-
tractive place that it wounld not be right to
permit the building of any structure which
would detract from the beauties of the sub-
urb. oreover, every resident in the State
is interested in Claremont by reason of the
national playground heing sitvated in that
suburb, Therefore, we have additional in-
terest in the way of protecting the district
fiom anything which might tend' to.destroy
its natural beauty and surroundings. If the
hon. member can give us an assurance that
a fin or iron shed will not be erected any-
where within sight of the people who flock
to the Show ground, that it will be well out
of the way of the road, and even if it is not
out of sight, that the municipality will un-
dertake to see that there are beautifying
creepers, flowers and shrubs between it and
the road way, T shall support the Bill.

Mr. HICRKMOTT (Pingelly) {3.3]: I give
hon. members the assarance that the people
of Pingelly know all about this matter as
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well as the object for whicn it is intended
to use the block of land. It has taken some
time to induce the Government to let us have
this allotment so that we might make of it
a kind of rest place, and erect on it a monu-
ment to the memory of fallen soldiers. The
Pingelly electorate contributed largely to the
number of men who went to the Front, a
large proportion of whom unfortunately paid
the supreme penalty.
have collected £300 in aid of this object, and
I am sure hon. members will be pleased to
assigt them in carrying out the desire they
have in view.

Mr. MeCALLUM (South Fremantle) [5.8]:
T seek information, Clanse 2 sets out the
purpose for which it is intended to make use
of the Pingelly reserve. The next clause pro-
videg that this reserve may be disposed of
vnder the provisions of the Land Act, 1898.
The fourth elause gives the Bunbury Muni-
eipal Council power to lease portion of the
reserve, but the last clause mercly deseribes
the reserve; it merely gives the boundaries
and does not say for what purpose the land
is to be used.

The Premier:
land.

Mr. MeCALLUM: But this merely de-
seribes the boundaries and does not say what
it is intended to do with it.

The Premier: Youn are asked to exeise it
from a Class A reserve.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The Bill does not say
that. i

Hon. P. Collier: The clause does not say
what it is intended to do with the reserve,
and all the others do,

Mr, MecCALLUM: There is ne information
in it at all. Tt merely describes the boun-
daries.

We have power to vest the

The PREMTER (Hon. Sir James Mitehell
— Northam—in—reply) [5.10]: Class A re-
scrves are controlled only by this Honse, and
in this Bill members are asked to excise por-
tion of the reserve mentioned in Clause 5, in
order that it may be used by the munieipali-
ties of Claremont as a site for the eleetrie
light station,

Mr. MeCallum: The Bill does not say so.

The PREMIER: This is the usual form
in which such Bills are submitted, but if
anything has been omitted from the elause, 1
will see that it is put right.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee,

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair;
charge of the Bill

Clanses 1 to 4—agreed to.

Clause 5—Portion of A4228 excised and
vested in municipality:

. Mr. JOHNSTON: I feel a little alarmed
in regard to the remarks.- of the Leader of

the Premier in

The people of Pingelly,
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the Opposition on the subject of the proposal
contained in this clause. With the erection
of a huge smoke stack, shall we have it beleh-
ing out smoke and grime and ashes on the
people attending the Claremont Show Ground?
We must not forget that at Claremont, ad-
joining this proposed site, we have the best
Show Ground in Australia.

The CHATRMAXN: In the Bill originally
introduced by the member for Clarcmont and
dealing with this partieular site, it is set
out that the land would be excised and
vested in the municipality of Claremont.

The PREMIER: I agree that the clause
is incomplete. I move an amendment—

That after “‘acres’’ in line 13, the words
iz excised from the said reserve and may
be vested in the Municipality of Clare-
mont’’ he inserted.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: I move an amend-
ment on the amendment—
That the amendment be amended by
striking out the words ‘‘and may be
vested in the Munpicipality of Claremont.’’

The inclusion of the words I refer to are
‘unnecessary, beeause the Government have
already ample power to vest land in a muni-
cipality. That being so there is no need
for the reference in the amendment. Tf the
Premier’s amendment be agreed to, it will
mean that the land is vested in the muni-
cipality of Claremont, and that the municip-
ality may do whatever they like with it. If
the words are deleted, the land will be ex-
cised from the reserve and then the Gov-
ernment, exereising the ordinary powers
they possess, may vest the land in the muni-
cipality of Claremont, and make any provi-
sions they desire regarding the future use
of the land. The site of the present power
station 13 a disgrace to the district.

Mr. J. Thomson: What about Subiaco?

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: Subiace is no
worse.

The PREMIER: I have no objection to
the amendment to my amendment. So long
as the land is excised from the reserve, the
Gavernment ean do the rest.

Amendment on amendment put and passed;

the amendment, as amended, agreed to.
Clause #s amended put and passed.
Schedules 1 and 2—agreed to.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment, and re-
rrort adopted.

BILL—AGRICULTURAL BANK ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—XNortham) [5.25]: There are two amend-
ments to the Agricultural Bank Act provided
in the Bill, neither of which, in my opinion,
is of serious importance. The first amend-
ment gives power to the trustees of the Agri-
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cultural Bank to build offices and quarters
for the staff employed by the Bank, Hon.
members will realise that this provision does
not apply te the metropolitan area, but to
country districts, such as at Bruce Rock and
Kunnunoppin, where we have what are really

branches of the bank and where inspectors

are located. Up to the present time we have
rented quarters, and we cannot do that any
longer. No quarters are available,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You want to make
the Agricultural Bank a State trading conm-
eern,

The PREMIER: No, not at all, The Bank
is not a State trading coneern. We have
been able to rent places in the past, and
we now desire to give the trustees anthority
to ercct offices to meet the requirements of
the buginess. Members know well what hap-
pens in these country districts. The Chief
Iuspeetor for the distriet lives at & centre,
and under him there may be six or seven
inspectors. Reecords have to be kept at the
centfe where the chief inspector is living,
and the business of the bank has to be done
there. These officers meet clients, and often
make payments as well. In these eireum-
stances, it is absolutely necessary that we
should have offices in order that the work
may be conveniently carried out. It may be
argued that we should pnt these officers up in
the ordinary way, but I think the bank
should have the power to erect buildings for
the officers who live in the back country
areas.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It is dangerous to
give that power to the trustees.

The PREMIER: I know that this amount
conld be included in the Estimates and I
have no objection to the matter being dis-
cussed in the ordinary way. If, howaever,
we were going to build costly premises, 1
conld see something in the objection to these
powers being given, but we are only asking
for power to erect offices where necessary.
At Kulinn, for instance, the inspector lives
in small and migerable quarters, He is doing
good work and earrying out very important
duties, He should be housed in an office.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: 1 do mot see why
the bank should have that power.

Mr. Johnston: In any case, the provision is
subject to the approval of the Governor,

The PREMIER: The bank must bear the
interest charges on the cost of these build-
ings. -
gHson. W. €. Angwin: No; the farmers who
borrow the money will have to pay the
cost.

The PREMIER: If the House agrees to the
power being given to the trustees of the
bank to erect the quarters, the bank will
have to colleet interest and sinking fund from
those who occupy the places for residential
purposes.

Mr. MacCallum Smith: Do you propose to
erect premises in Perth?

The PREMIER: No; I have already ex-
plained that these powers are only asked for

regarding country districts such as Kuvnnun-
oppin and Brucs Roek.

Mr. Johuston: Some of these men live in
Jiessian humpies! .

Mr. Latham: Why cabnot the buildings
be erected by the Public Works Depart-
ment?

The PREMIER: The trustees should have
the power to erect the buildings where neces-
sary,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: We should have
these items on the Loan Estimates.

The PREMIER: I can quite understand
that the question could be diseussed more
fully if a sum were included in the Esti-
mates, but, in the present instance, it wonld
be almost impossible to get over the diffi-
culty unless we had a lump sum. I do not
see Why the trustees should not have this
power; I see every reason why they should
have it. T have no objection to the House
discussing each year the expenditure of any
considerable sum of money, but in the pres-
ent instance it is a very small matter. These
buildings can be ereeted cheaply by the trus-
tees.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We cannot discuss
that matter becanse there is no item on the
Estimates. '

The PREMIER: The hon. member can dis-
cusg the Agricultural Bank very fully.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Yes, when they do not
send in their reports or send them in once in
four years.

Hon. P. Collier: They do not send in re-
ports.

The PREMIER: The hon. member gets them
now, We are decenfralising, and that is an-
other reason why we desire this amendment.
1 do not know how we ghall be able to man-
age unless we do build. The next proposal is
that ex-soldier officials of the bank, who are
not permanent, may be allowed to secure ad-
vances under the soldier settlement scheme,
At the present time, of course, no officer of
the bank can secure an advance from the bank.
That is quite a proper provision, but there
are some ex-soldiers whose positions are not
permanent and who may at any time leave
the service, and it is desirable that they
should have a right to the benefits under the
soldier gettlement scheme. Of course the in-
spectors leave from time to time; they do not
remain with the bank for a long time unless
they happen to be senior inspectors, and it
is only right that such men shouid have the
opportunity to come undler the soldier settle-
ment scheme. I wish it to be clearly under-
stood that this is to apply only t¢ ex-soldiers
who are not on the permanent staff, Clause 4
seeks to invest the board with power to spend
money on group settlement operations before
the security is registered. The group settle-
ment costs of preparation will be allotted by
the general manager of the bank to each of
the blocks and, when the blocks are prepared,
the mortgages will be taken before the blocks
are allotted to the members of the group.
The gemeral mamager of the bank and his
staff are in control of this work. To-day we
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van lend an individual mopey to make im-
provements, but [ ask that where group set-
tlement is coneerned, we should have the
prower to make the improvements before actu-
ally allotting the land to the individual., 1
loje the House will agree to this amend-
n.ent. The interest on the outlay on such
blocks will be capitalised. It may take two
years to prepare the blocks, and the interest
over the two years will be capitalised, so
that a man aequiring ove of these blocks will
take over the total cost as from the date he
takes possession and can bring it into active
use. I think I have made it quite c¢lear that
this provision will apply only where group
gettlement is undertaken. At Manjimup we
might have 20 men and 20 farms, and when
the farms are allotted we shall debit each
farm with the money advanced from the
Agricultural Bank funds. We want this work
to be absolutely under the control of the
general manager of the hank, and we want
the allotment of the money to be in the
hands of the bank, so that each settler will
have charged up to him only his proportion
of the actual cost of preparing his biock in
the group., I move—

That the Bill he now read a seeond time.

On motion by Hon. P. Collier, dlebate ad-
Journed.

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
ACT CONTTNUAXNCE,

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) |3.33] in moving the second
reading said: This is merely a measure to
authorigse that the Industries Assistance
Board be continued for another vear. Mem-
bers are aware that year by vear we ask
approval for the continuvance of the hoard,
and that is all T am seeking under this Bill,
I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Hon, W, C. Apgwin, debate
adjourned.

BILL—TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMEXNT.
Sceond Reading.

The JMIXISTER FOR WORKS (ion.
W, J. George—2AMurray-Wellington} [5.37]
in moving the second reading said: The
fittle Bill which I am now presenting to the
Honse, T ean assure hon. members, is not
loaded. Tt is a simple, plain statement of
items which the experience of the last two
vears has provesl are necessary to be dealt
with. Section 13 of the prineipal Act re-
quires to be amended by placing in it such
worills as appear in the Bill to enable the
Minister to deduct from the trafie fees the
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cost of repairing amd keeping in good order
the Perth-Fremantle road from Ferdinand-
street—that is the entranve to the Perth
park—until North Fremantle bridge is reached.
Some years ago the Perth-Fremantle-road
was in such bad order that a busy bue was
organised to repair it, and the agitation
which arose in eonsequence, during the time
of the Headdon Government, eaused the then
Minister for Works, Mr. W. D. Johuson, to
experdd the necessary moneys to place the
Perth-Fremantle-road in a trafficable condi-
tion. The cost of that work to the Ciovern-
ment was about £26,000, aud there were
several conferences between the Ministerand
the local authorities with the object of set-
tling the proportion of the burden to be
carrield by each of the local authoritics af-
fected. Thongh there were a number of
conferences and though a great amount of
talk was exchanged, no defined conelusion
could e arrived at. I do not wish to reflest
upon the loecal authorities more than to say
that T do not think they really wished to
have a definition of the amouut to be
charged to each loeal authority. [ can quite
understand their reluctance to arrive at a
fixed amount becaunse, when some four or
five years ago I took a very eareful consng
of the traftic on the Perth-Fremantle road,
it was made quite clear that 45 per vent. of
the traffic originated and ended in [erth
and some 2} per cent. originated and ended
in Fremantle, leaving something like 30 per
cent. of the traffic which conld be fairly at-
tached to the loeal authorities between Ter-
dinand-street and the North Fremantle bridge.
When I became Minister for Works some
five’ years ago we were giving subsidies to
the various municipalities and also to the
road boards. When I ascertained what the
percentages of traffic really were, I pro-
pounded a scheme by which I deducted from
the subsidies a fair proportion to be charged
to the local authorities tor the upkeep of this
main thoroughfare., I think it was a vear
later that the finances of the State became
30 restricted that it was impossible to grant
the subsidies to the municipalities, although
the subsidies to the road boards were con-
tined.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: Since then a lot of

munieipatities have ¢hanged into  road
boars.
The MINISTER IFOR WORKS: That is

true, hut not aleng this particular road. I
was able to deduct from the Perth mwuni-
cipality what a caleulation had shown to be
a fair amount for it to contribute towards the
upkeep of the Perth-Fremantle-road and the
same applied to Fremantle. Two vears
ago the House was peod ennugh to
accept from me, with very slight altera-

tions, a Traffie Bill whiek became an
Aect. That Aet  has  proved to be
very satisfactery, but it contaius, as

do most Acts, some matters which experi-
enee has shown conld have heen better ex-
pressed, and it is with the ohjoct of remedy-
ing the lack of fnll .xpression that this
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amending Bill is placed before the House,
The House, in dealing with the Traffic Bill,
was very generous in plaeing in the hands
of the Minister for Works the alloeation of
the traffic fees, practically without let or
hindrance. When I met the 22 local auth-
orities interested in the distribution of these
fees in the metropolitan area I, in my youth-
ful innocence and candour, laid all my cards
on the table, and on¢ of the municipalities,
the City of Perth, refused to go -into the
pool. Of the-22 municipalities with which
I had to deal, I say to their honour that 21
of them have kept absolutely to the agree-
ment they made in my office without any
attempt to get away from it. The City of
Perth has not abided by what was laid down
at the meeting, but has taken up the atii-
tude that it is not bound by the agreement.
The feeling of the Government in the matter
is this: The Perth-Fremantle-road is the
main highway between the chief seaport and
the capital. On that road traffic can be car-
ried safely and efficiently only if the road is
kept in good order. The local authorities will
not' keep it in good order; that has been
proved. They will simply let it get into such
a condition that the Goverament are c¢om-
pelled- to intervene and put the highway in
order. When T took on this business some
five years ago, T found that fine road, on
which a great deal of money had heen spent,
simply going to the pack, Expostulations
with the various local authorities had no
effect whatever. The City of Perth made
no effort whatever to keep the Mount’s Bay-
road in order. The only loeal authority out
of the number concerned that kept its share
of the road in 1epair was the Fremantle
Municipal Council, as regards the portion
right up to the North Fremantle bridge. But
the rest of the local anthorities concerned,
from North Fremantle right up to Perth, 1
say without the slightest hcsitation, were
simply waiting for the Govermment to take
the work in band. After consultation with
my thep Premier, the late Hon. Frank Wil-
son, I was given anthority to repair the road,
and, as T have told the House, T dedueted
from the subsidies the amount of money
necessary to do that work, so far as the sub-
sidies could go.

Mr. Johnston: Did you deduet the cost
of maintaining it, too?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T counld
not do that, beecnvs=e there was not a suffi-
cient amount of subsidv to deduet frowm. TIf
the money hasd been there. [ rhould have
been delighted to deduet the eost of smain-
tenance as well.  Dut one cannot deduct
half-a-crown from a shilling; and that, or
something rather worse, represented the
position. However, T valled a meeting at my
office of the loeal anthontlcs affeeted. Hon.
members may recolleet that there was an at-
tempt to pack the meeting, which attempt
I resented very strongly.

Hon., I’. Collier: Yes; that was the
famous meeting when you took a strong
stand.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Just so.
In allocating the traffic fees. I made certain
deductions for the purpose of recouping to
the Government the cost of the repairs ef-
fected to the Perth-Fremantle-road. The
amount due on this zecount from the Perth
City Council was £779 2s.; and if I had held
my tongue about my deductions I should never
have heard anything more about the mat-

ter.  But, being perfectly frank, and
having the habit of laying my cards
on the table, T told the people con-

cerned what I was doing. The result was
that the Mayor of Perth and a section of hisg
councillors, & majority of one, I think, served
the Governmenp with a writ for recovery of
the amount dedueted. The Government paid
an amonnt into court.

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the case sub judice?
If 3o, it would ke better not to discuss the
tage.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
want to discuss it. T desire merely to make
n statement of faets. Tt has been stated in
ihe Press that the Government have given in.
1. now wish to state that the Government have
not given in so far as T am concerned, The
Government have filed a defence, and have
paid a certain amount inte court in the event
of the decision going agninst them. Now, in
arder to obviate any anunoyanee in the future,
it ig thought advisable to amend Section 13
of the Traffic Act so as to set the matter at
rest and put it beyond doubt for all time.
1 hope the House will be ‘with me on this; T
issure hon, members that [ am satisfied it is
auife fair. The city of Perth and the muni-
cipality of Fremantle ought to contribute
towards the cost of repairing the Perth-
Fremantle-road. Unless the Government put
that road in repair, it will revert to its eon-
dition of a few years ago—go bhack to the
pack. The traffic on the road will grow to
guch dimensions that the keeping of the road
in oriter will be beyonl the power of the
loeal authorities. Aceordingly, the Bill asks
Barliament to give me and my sucressors the
power to make the necessary deductions from
the various allocations of the traffic fees, to
rotain from those fees such total sum as may
be requisite for maintaining the road in gaed
order. T have sald many times, and T mean
it, that the only justification for the levying
of heavy traffic fees under the Traffic Act is
that they should be applied towards repair-
ing the damage done to the roads by persons
using them and paying the fees. The man
who pays £6 per annum for ‘a motor license,
for example, has the right to expect that the
£6 shall he used in repairing any damage he
may have done to the roads.

Ir. O'Loghten: The fees are prohibitive,
especially the wheel tax.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
know they are quite that; but the matter is
one on which there may well be difference of
opinion. I have discussed this question of
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the Perth-Fremantle-road with the Premier,
and he has told me that he is not prepared
to find the money to enable the Public Works
Department to keep the road in proper repair,
unless he can get the money reeouped to him
trom the traffic fees allotted to that particu-
lar portion of the metropolitan area. None
" of this cost Will be charged to any ome of
the locak authorities except those from Perth
to Fremantle. Hon, members representing
outside districts need be under no sort of
fear that their districts will be called upon
to maintain the Perth-Fremantle-road. Clause
4 of the Bill proposes to amend Section 41
of the principal Act so that the section shall
apply to footpaths also. The police find
that the section ag it stands does not enable
them to deal with users of the footpath who
disregard the regulation to keep to the left.
Hon. members may think it strange that we
should desire to change from the very old
rule of foot passengers keeping fo the right,
but I can assure them that the rule to keep
to the left has been proved by experience to
be the better. It is the same as applies to
road traffie—and this constitutes in itself an
clement of simplification—and, futher, people
walking on the left of the footpath have a
further distance on the footpath before they
gtep off it to cross the road, and thus are
less liable to come into collision with passing
vehicles. The proposed amendment of the
section is necessary to enable the police to
deal! with footpath {raffic. Another small
amendment proposed by Section 4 refers to
the manner of painting -and inseribing the
tablets of motor cars, and to the distinguish-
ing colours of such tablets, for the several
classes of licenses. The idea of having
different coloured iabléts for public vehicles
and for private vehicles iz that in ease of
offence, it will be possible to decide more
quickly and more easily to which character
of traffic the supposed or alleged offender
belongs. Harking back, for & moment, to the
former clause, let me say that the power un-
der which the Minister for Works may con-
struet or repair a road is contained in the
Public Works Aet of 1902, Section 86 of
which provides—

Though the Minister may construet or
repair any road within any part of the
State, such road shall not by reason of such
construetion or repair become a Govern-
ment road if at the time of such construe-
tion or repair it ia within the limits of a
municipality or road board district.

This Bill proposes to give the Minister for
Works power to make repairs of roads and
to recover the cost of sueh repairs from those
respensible. A further amendment proposed
by this Bill has arisen from the handing over
of the contre! of traffic in the municipality
of Perth to the police. The police find that
in Perth there are several streets So narrow
that it is danperous to let traffic proceed in
them both ways simultaneously. Therefore,
in order to ease the t-affic and obviate dan-
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ger, the Commissioner of Police asks for
an amendment which will prohibit the wume
by vehicles of certain specified roads except
when proceeding in ome specified direction.
I think all hon. members know King-street,
Perth. It is a narrow street, and a very
busy street; and quite a number of serious
accidents in that street have been obviated
by just a hair's breadth. The risk of those
accidents arises from vehicles turning into
King-street from 3t. George's-terrace, or
Hay-street, or Murray-street, when another
vehicle has been travelling along King-street
in the opposite direction, with the conse-
quence that there has been bardly room for
the two vehicles to pass each other.

Mr. Mann: There should be a constable
on point duty at the intersection of King-
street and Hay-street.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS:
means additional expense.

Hon. W. C. Angwin; And the member for
Perth (Mr, Mann} objects to that,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The mem-
ber for Perth does not objest. It is the Perth
City Council who object to any expense. There
are several other streets like King-street in
Perth. King-street, in particular, is an im-
portant business street. It looks a very quiet
little alleyway, such as one may see in the
Old Country; but a lot of important business
is done there, and vehicles »f all kinds may
be standing there at the kerb, and then there
is barely room for anything ~lse to pass. The
desire is to make King-street a one-way street,
and to keep it a one-way street.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: But it is a good dis-
tance before vehicles can find a street parallet
to King-street, you know.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Another
amendment desired is one requiring

the driver of any vehicle licensed for the
carriage of passengers or goods to exhibit
a prescribed sign to indicate that such
vehicle i3 plying for hire.
Hon., members may have gathered from the
Press, and also from the utterances of some
public men interested in the matter, that there
has been a good deal of controveray between
what I may term the taxi-drivers on the ranks
and people who let out motors for hire from
garages. The taxi men on the ranks say that
kuman nature is such that if a person can
ride in a motor which has no distinetive sign
to show that it is not a private car, the per-
son wilk always do that in preference to rid-
ing in a motor which does carry such a dis-
tinctive sign, In my persvnal opinion, such
diserimination involves a sort of snobbery;
let me add, snobbery of a character which T
did not think existed in Western Australia,
or in Australia at all. T see no reason why one
shonld not be ag willing to ride in a ear which
carries a sign denating that it is a vehicle for
hire, as in what might be termed a spurious
private car. But I recognise that homan na-
ture is monlded to various patterns, and aso

That
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we propose that instead of naving the word
fihire’’ marked on the car, each driver shall
exhibit while the car is standing some sign
which will show that the car is for hire, but
- whieh will be removed when the car runs away
on a job.

Mr. Jobhmston: Are not the
caoloured number plates sufficient?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No.

Mr. McCallum: . What is the reason for
«lags distinctions at all?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
know.

Mr. McCallum: You are providing for
three different classes.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: ., No, 1
am merely trying to provide for an emergency
which a Supreme Court jury declared should
be provided for.

Mr, Sampson: The word ‘‘hire’’ is obnoxi-
ous to many people.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Why
should it be?

Mr. Mann: If one class, and not the other,
is compelled to use the word, the respective
businesses must be affected.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The next
elanse countaing amendments dealing with
heavy vehicles,. Many heavy vehicles come
down the side of the Darling Ranges, to the
gerious prejudice of the roads. It was hoped
fo prevent heavy carting in winter time by the
imposition of a stiff fee, but the s¢heme has
not worked ont in aecordance with expecta-
tions. In winter time the heavy vehicles make
fairly deep ruts m the road, and when the
water gets into those ruts it speedily cuts away
the road. As I say, difficulties have arisea,
and it is to meet those difficuities that the
clause is introduced. There may be slight
alterations required here and there in the Bill
and another paragraph may have to be added;
given those, I think the Bill will meet the
needs of the State. In certain places in the
Act, it is necessary that the word ‘‘motor’’
gshould be omitted, it having heen inserted
before the word ‘‘wehicle,’’ in many sections
the operation of which should not be econfined
to motors. Tf the amendment be passed, those
seetinns will in future apply to all vehicles.
When in Committee I will readily endeavour
to explain anything further which members
may desire to know. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

different-

I do oot

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [6.5]: The Bill is exclusively one
for consideration in Committee. We require
to give particular attention to the guestion of
the Perth-Fremantle-road. The license fees
are now pooled over the whole district, and,
in consequence, the local authorities along
that road get only their proportionate share.
The Minister has explained that Fremantle
maiotains nearly a mile of that road in pre-
per repair. That in itself would cost con-
giderably more than the amount of fees
which Fremantle receives, in addition to
which the municipality has to contribute to-

(801

2327

wards the uphkeep of the remainder of the
road. '

The Minister for Works: In the scheme of
gllocatiou Fremantle is credited with what it

0es.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: That, of course,
makes it an entirely different question. The
Bill proposes that the police shall take charge
of go-carts. I suppose it will he desired to
register them presently, and charge them a
balf-crown fee, as in the case of bicycies.
We are told that it is no longer necessary to
register bicycles; just the same it seems that
bicyeles have to be numbered, and that a
half-crown fee is charged for numbering them.
It is the intention of the Government to take
charge of vehicles which use the footpath.
What vehicies can they be, except go-cartat
Our only concern with go-carts should be to
see that they are kept full I was under the
impression that the REastern States had
sdopted our traffic regulations and wera keep-
ing to the left, but I find they are still keep-
ing to the right.

Mr. Mann: In Sydney the people keep to
the left.

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: S6 I was told, but
when I got there I found them all keeping
to the right .

Mr. Bampson: There is no rule in Perth.

Mr. Mann: Yes, there is.

Mr. Bampson: Well, it is not visible to the
naked eye.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: It is real ounly o
the extent that it makes a job for a few
policemen.

Hon. P. Collier: Who do not carry cut
their job.

Hon. W. C."ANGWIN: T do not see any
need for differentiating between the number
g!atea on motor cars, whether private or for

118, .

Members: Hear, hear! |

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN;: The number is the
only thing the authorities have to deal with.
All numbers are registered and so can be
turned up immediately. No matter what the
damage done, if the authorities cannot get
the number of the offending vehicle, the
colour ‘will never give them the necessary
information.

Hon. P. Collier:
colours at all?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I cannot see the
necessity for making any differentiation what-
ever. The Minister says it is necessary to
provide for only one-way traffic in certain
streets, He referred to King-street, Perth.
In the case of King-street, the driver of a
vehicle will have to go a considerable distance
to get into a parallel street in order to re-
turn. If power be given to make such by-
laws, it might be used in respect of scme
roads which are only partially macadamised,
the driving surface of which is only 14 or 16
feet; for it must be remembered that, this
being a Bill covering the whole State, the
power, if given, would not be restricted to
Perth. Such by-laws applied to partially
macadamised suburban roads might resolt in

Why juggle with the




Dideby

-t

consilerable inconvenience to the travelling
puldic. I hope the Minister will not persist
with the clause which deals with plying for
‘hive. The clause does not specifically provide
for the carrying of a Qistinetive colour, but
if it be passed the police will have power to
insist upon every vehicle for hire displaying
the sign “‘for hire.’”” I do not see any real
objection te displaying such a sign when the
vehicle is standing awaiting hire, but onee it
i~ engaged, it is no longer for hire. Public
sentiment will prejudicially affeet the busi-
ness of the men applying for hire on the
ranks, and will be all in favour of taking n
car from a garage. I cannot see any differ-
ence hetween the two classes of hire. Of
courss, many people have an objection to the
sign ‘‘for hire.’”” Once a car is engaged it
is no longer for hire, and therefore it ought
not to be carrying the ‘‘for hire’’ sign. [f
the clanse be passed, the police will be able
to make those motor men ecarry the aign ‘“for

hire.'' even when running under cngage-
ment.

The Minister for Works: That is not in-
temiled.

Ifon. W, €, ANGWIN: Still the power is
there. The clause relating to carting on the
Darling Ranges is merely of loeal interest,
giving power to make mnecessary by-laws,
Since the Bill applies to all parts of the
State, it is advisable that uniformity he
observed in its operations, se that the people
of onc {istriet shall know that they ave umler
exactly the same conditions as those in other
distriets.

Sitting suspended from 6.7 to 7. pm,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Before ten I
claimed that there shoull be uniformity
throughout the State in regard to the regula-
tions made under the Tratlic Act. One of the
prineipul objeets which Iarliament consid-
ered at the time would he an advantage
when passing the Traffic Aet was that it
should be administered entirely by the Min-
ister. A person who held a license in one
distriet would then know how he stood in
regard to any district in which he was using
that licease. Tf loral nuthorities are given
certain powers under this Bill possibly this
uniformity will be done away with, and we
ghall be in exactly the same position we were
in hefore the Aet was passed. When the
Minister introdueed the Bill, the member for
Perth (Mr. Mann) interjrcted that points-
men should be appointed in certain unarrow
streets for the purpose of directing the traflic.
For years past the full charge for pointsmen
in the ¢ity of Perth was met out of consoli-
dated revenue.

The Minister for Works: That is right.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The salaries of the
various policemen stationed in Barrack-street
and other streets of the ¢ity were paid for
by the State and not hy the city. At the con-
ference referred to, the Minister pointed out
that it was unfair for the State to bear this
charge, and he thought it would he quite
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fair to keep the cost of these poiotsmen out
of the traffic fees derived from the metropoli-
tan area.

The Minister for Works: They would not
agree to it.

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN:  Although this
would affect every local authority surround-
ing Perth, seeing that they woull have to
pay their share of the cost of the pointsmen
in the city, not one of them raised any objee-
tion, and the only objection came from the
city of Perth,

The Minister for Works: That is right.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The city of Perth
was the last that should have objected.

Mr. Mann: What does that suggest to
you?
" Hon. W. C. ANGWIX:

That they were
rather greedy in the matter.

The Minister for Works: Absolutely
greedy.
Hon. W. (. ANGWIN: The State was

paving these charges and the city of Perth
was collecting the traffie fees. Perth and
Fremantle were collecting almost all the fees
in the metropolitan area until the Traffic Act
was possed. .

My, Mann; Was it not that Perth wauted
the coutrol?

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN: Xo doubt they
wanted the control so long as they got all
the traflic fees they were getting before, and
so long as the other loeal anthorities had to
pay for the naintenance of these pointsmen.
Parliament, however, decided otherwise.
Parlinment sail that the loeal anthorities
whieh had to maintain the roads, but had
ounly a small percentage of the license fees,
should, after the passing of the Traffic Acr,
be given a fair amount of these license fees
from the traffic wsing their roads. T think
the Minister divided these fees very fairly.
| was astonished on that oreasion, and could
not resist interjecting at the time the gques-
tion came up, that I thonght I’erth should
ke the iast local authority to complain agninst
the aet of the Minister in dedueting the
peintsmen’s fees out of the license fees. [
think the expenses ran into £1,200 or £1,400
a year in 1912, but to-day they probably run
into nearly £2,000 a year,

Mr, Mann: Is that goiig to prevent ex-
tra pointsmen heing appointed?

The Minister for Works: Who is going to
pay for them?

Mr. Mann: That is what T am asking.

Hou. W. €, ANGWIN: The city of Perth
object to pay. They would have pointsmen
at every corner so long as the State continued
to pay. The Minister acted rightly in try-
ing to relieve the State from payment of the
salaries of those directors of traffic in the
metropolitan area, when the cost of that
work should be charged to the license fees
collected in the metropolitan area. I do uot
know shether the Minister had the right
to make this arrangement, but if not we
should embody a eclause in this Bill to pre-
vent other parts of the metropolitan area
from being saddled with these pointsmen’s
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fees and Perth being excluded. I do not
objeet to the metropolitan arca as a whole
paying these fees, becavse the whole aren
derives a certain = amount of benefit from
these pointsmen, but why should the people
of Albany or Geraldton, for instanee, con-
tribute towards such expenses? | regret
that the city of Perth took suech a narrow
view of the matter.

The Minister for Works: Weuld you not
think a fair way would be to charge aceord-
ing to the percentage of traffic?

Hon. W, . ANGWIN: The Minister took
the charge out of the whole of the fees first,
and no one objected.

The Minister for Works: That is what I

vauted, but from most of them I had not
dedectod @ penny,
Eow W, (. ANGWIN: The Ministor ot

th verious Jocal awthorities together to ox-
p:tin what action he intended to take.

The Minister for Works: I was too open
with them.

Hon. W, (', ANGWIN: He said that the
pointsmen shonld be paid for ont of the
license fees before any subdivision was made,
The attitude of. the city of Perth showed
that they would uever be satisfied with any
Traffie Act uniess they were given ths whole
of the fees that were eollected in Perth.

The Minister for Works:  And the peints-
trn were paid For as well,

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN: Perhaps some of
the amendicents contaived in this Bill may
e bencficial, while others might just as well
he left out.

Mr. SAMPSON (Swan) [740]: T con-
gratulate the Minister in regard to what he
has ilane in the inatter of distributing motor
license foes, but cannot cangratulate him in
every respect  in regard to  the various
amendments contained in this Bill. The
snpggestion as to making one-way traffie
apply to any streets half a  ehain or
less in wildth is premature for the city of
FPerth. T should like to think that the traffie
in our narrow streets approximated the traffie
of Pitt-street, Hvdney, Flinders-lane, el
bowrne. and, 1 think, Rundle-street, Adel-
aille.  There are one or two small streets in
Adelaide where one-way traffie is the rule. To
give a local avthority power to make that
provisien in Perth is premature, and T lope
the power will not he given. There is a
faeter in the Bill which T think, on further
thought, will be considered undesirable; ﬂnfl
that is in regard to the varied classes of li-
censes to he issned for motor drivers on the
ranks, and those in the garases, The class
of work done by these two types of motor
driver is exactly the same, the elass of ve-
hicle us~d i=s the same, and the ca~s on the
ranks are as np to date a=: thase which come
from the garawzes. [ hopswhen the B'llis in
Committer the Minister will vary the elauses
ronecrnml. in such a way as to provide that
there shall Tie no diserimination hetween the
twa t-pes of drivers. The resnlt of the sug-
gectid dliserimination would he to make a
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marked distinetion between the two types
of ear, which would have a detrimental effeet
upon a man'’s business, [ refer, of course,
to the matter of the suggested varied identi-
fication dises. This would mean that in the
einse of a car from a garage, the owner might
have an unfair advantage as compared with
the man-gn the rank.

The Minister for Works: Not if the man
on the rank had o fag whieh when yut down
would be out of sight,

Alr, SBAMPSON:  If it were metely to be
used as an advertisement when the ear was

waiting for hire, I do not think there woulld
e anyv objeetion,

The Minister for Works: That is the idea.

AMr. SAMPSON: [ am pleased to have
that assnrane-, Appreciating though 1 o,
the work of the Minister in digtributing the
license fees throughout the metropolitan area,
1 should like to see the srea extenledl. It ig
i splendid scheme that has been initinted,
but it shoulil he enlarged. I want to see
some of the loeal authorities, who are piro-
viding roads for pleasnre traflic, receive some
henefit in the wiay of license Ffees. T hope
that the Ministor will give this watter hig
cousitderation, and if that is done we wiil
findd that road hoards such as Armdale-
Relmscott, Gosnells, and Darling Range. will
lenefit. Already the Greenmount roa board
henefits to a  slight extent, bnt it shonld
hencfit to the extent of the lengtlh of the
York-voad from the honndary of the Mlid-
land Junetion mimicipality to the turn-off to
the weir, and even to the weir itself, T can
Assure members that that is one of the most
frequently used roads for wmotor traffie. Next
conies the rond from Perth to Armadale and
then the road from Perth to Kalamunda and
return via Welshpool-road, With regard to
the heavy traffic tax, T ean assure the Min-
ister he has a difficult work to perform here,
and L am quite ecrtain he will never he able
to give satisfaction to all concerned. [
hope the Minister will agrec to make man-
datory whatever deeision iz arrivel at. It
would not be right to allow the Minister
power to exempt certain districts unless
there was some special reasen for so doing,
In regard to the incilence of the heavy
traffic  tax, the fact that the metropoli-
tan = area  was recently exemptedd  has
caused much disappointment iy the sur-
roundling  districts. This  subjeet is a
burning one in the hills at the present
time, but T know the Minister appreciates
the difficulties and that he is endeavouring
to teal with them in a reasonable and pro-
per way.  Everybody knows that the heavy
traffic referred to doeg g great deal of dam-
aze to roads, and it is unfair that tee or-
dinavy tredueer should he ealled upon to
repair romds which are damaged by heavy
traffie, that class of traffie which earts wood,
stone, and other heavy materials.

Mr. O'Loghlen:  These chaps lave to
make a living as well, and don forget they
paxr a heavy wheel tax.
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Mr, SAMPSON: 1 have no desire to
penalise any section of the community, par-
ticularly those engaged in heavy earting,
than whom there is no better class of maun,
but when we realise that the stonme carted is
for the purpose of making roads in Perth and
the surrounding districts, I contend that
the price to Perth and other municipalities in
the metropolitan area should be such as will
return to the heavy carters sufficient to enable
them to pay a tax which will kelp the local
authorities in whose districts the stone is col-
lected, to maintain the roads in good repair.

Mr. O'Loghlen: It is only a bread and
butter job for those carters naw.

Mr., SAMPSQN: Whatever position that
industry may be in just pow, it will not be
injured by the addition of this tax. The tax
would be unfair if it were not uniform, but
at present all those distriets in which stone-
carting and forwarding to Perth is carried on
are subjeet to the tax, and that being so, 1
fail to see how the stone carter is unfairly
affected. Wood carters may not be in as good
a position because, I understand, they have
competition. Iam firmly convinced that no in-
justice would be done to the heavy carters it
they reckoned their cost, and if, when they
put in their estimates, they added sufficient
to cover the adgditional tax. The first ques-
tion we should ask ourselves is whether it is
right and proper that the producers in any
district should maintain the roads for that
teaffic for which those roads were certainly
not constructed.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Do the producers not take
heavy loads? ' )

Mr. SAMPSON:; XNot nearly as heavy as
the loads of those engaged in heavy traffic.
I have no feeling in this matter ex-
cept a desire that the producers of the
outside distriets should nrot be penalised for
the benefit of Perth and the surrounding muni-
cipalitics,

Mr. O'Loghlen:  You arc penalising the
others by driving them out of business.

Mr. BAMPSON: XNothing of the sort.
This tax can and should be passed on. Why
should Perth receive cheap store at the cost
of the Darling Range or the other boards?

Mr. O’Loghlen: There are other distrieta.

Mr. SAMPSON: The only districts which
supply gravel and gravel lumps come
within the area within which the tax is im-
posed. In all these distriets to whieh refer-
cnee is made the tax is imposed. T do not say
that the carters have vet paid it. Many have
not. But the time is coming wlhen the out-
tide districts should ne longer be pcnalised in
order to provide Perth with cheap material.

Mr. A, Thomson: This clause causes the
hoards to differentiate?

Mr. SAMPSOX: The local authorities
lad power under the old Act to frame by-
laws and impose this tax, but there is not a
member of any road hoard who wonld bhe a
party to the imposition of a tax on the rate-
payers unless other distriets similarly situ-
ated, where men were engaged in dimilar in-
dustries, carrying on <imilar work, imposed
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the same tax. The men outside the districts
stated would receive an nndue advantage, It
is this aspeet that I commend to the member
for Forrest, and I am certain that he appre-
viates the fact and that after this tax has
been made uniform he will give it hia sup-
ort.

b Mr., O'Loghlen: A earter at Chidlow’s
pays £26 a year to the road beard,

Mr. SAMPSON: He must have a number
of drays.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Every dray at Kalamunda
costs £6 a year,

Mr. SAMPSON: The tax is £6 10s, a year;
£3 a wheel heavy traffic tax and 5s. per wheel
under the Cart and Carriage License Act.
Since the roads are an advantage to heavy
carters, and since these contracts are let by
tender, and since all engaged in heavy traffie
have to faco the same ecost, why should the
position be contested? The matter which I re-
gret sincerely, is that the metropolitan area
has been exempted from the incidence of the
tax, I hope the member for Perth is not in
favour of this, because, in my opinion, it is
an unfair exemption, and one which works to
the detriment of the man outside the city. Too
often it is stated that the producer carries
the burden in order that the man lving in
the metropolis may go free,

Mr. O’Loghten: He is not carrying his
share of this burden, so why discriminate?

Mr. SAMPSON: The roads in Perth are
better than the roads in the hills distriet, and
this discrimination is not in the best interests
of the State as a whole.

Mr. O'Loghlen: You are diseriminating in
the hills now.

Mr, SAMPSON: We are not. This is z
uniform tax with the exception that when a
local authority carries a resolution askirg the
Minister to exempt that district, and the
Minister agrees to do so, an unfair position is
created. [ hope that when the Bill emerges
from the Committee stage, it will go forward
with the tax definitely set out, and with no
power to exempt, exeepting those districts
say, north of the twenty-fifth parallel, and
cortain goldficlds aveas. Tn those distriets the
Minister should have that power, but I o
soy that, in the interests of equity and fair-
ness, as between one section and another, per-
mission to exempt should not be granted to
districts which are vontiguous to each other,

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [7.57]: T
will take this opportunity to ask the Minis-
ter to get some information about the amount
of dues collected by outside road boards and
other hodies. T vigited a distriet the other
flay and no less a person than the local
ennstable informed me that of six or cight
members of the roal board, only two had
taken out licenses for their cars, or in fact
any licenses at all. T suggest that the Minis-
ter immediately ask that a return he pre-
pared to have a search made at the offices of
the different loca? authorities to find out how
many defaulters there are in this respect,
Hon. members have a pretty fair idea of my
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attitude towards what I have always called
bungling bumbles.

Mr. Latham: Who are they?

Mr. LAMBERT: The hon. member is no
bumble, but he is no less a bungler,
Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. J. H. Smith: Who does more work
than the road board members?

Mr. LAMBERT: I know what the hon.
memhber does.

Mr. J, H. Smith: If I had not done more
work that the member for Coolgardie,
I should never have been elected.

Mr. LAMBERT: Under our present system
we allow road boards and couneils to eollect
fees of ome sort or another and there is no
proper system. It is to be hoped that the
outeome of the Traffic Act will be something
in the way of a unified system. If there is
anything in this young country in connec-
tion with which we require a beld and com-
prehensive policy, it is in the direetion of
road constraction. We cannot allow bungling
bumbles or novices, who econstitute the greater
proportion of our municipal couneils and read
boards, to spend considerable amounts, each
year in an inadequate and unsatisfactory
fashion.

The Minister for Works:
empt Perth, of course?

Mr. Teesdale: No, he exempts Coolgardic.

Mr. LAMBERT: I ¢ aot comment on
these local authorities with a spirit of dis-
respect.

Mr. MacCallum Smith: You were a bumble
yourself once. ’

Mr. Teesdale: Anrd they tipped him out.

Mr. LAMBERT: I recognise the good work
the counecils and road boards are doing
throughout the State, but it is the system T
am up against. It i3 the system under which
we allow 10 or 15 road boards to be in exist-
ence between here andl Albany, all with differ-
ent policies of road construction and withont
adequate knowledge on that subject at all.
This is the system to which T object. It is not
time that representative members of Parlia-
ment, who are responsible for the codification
of the ordinary every day matters of publie
life, should take action, and ereate some body
such as the Commissions who in America and
also on the Continent, have done such great
work in providing & unified system of road
construction? T am sure that the Minister
for Works, with his praetical furn of mind,
will see the awful nonsense of having so many
road beards throughout the State operating in
the way I have mentioned,

The Minister for Works: I have cut ont
over 20 road boards in the last fonr years.

Mr. LAMBERT: If the Minister eut out
220, he would be doing good service to the
State. .

The Minister for Works: I cannot do that,
as there are only 115 road boards in Western
Australia.

Mr. Latham: That does not matter. The
member for Coolgardie does noi know any
better.

You would ex-
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Mr. LAMBERT: When the Minister men-
tiong that there are 115 of these road boards
in Western Australia, each with its separate
jurisdiction and its unpeeonomical system of
read constructiom, it will suarely bring the
point home to members,

Mr. Pickering: The road boards are carry-
ing out their duties very capably—

Mr. A, Thomson: Most efSeiently—

Mr. Angelo: Apd in an honorary capacity.

Mr. LAMBERT: If they were carrying
out their duties in the most incapable man-
ner, that would be good enough for the mem-
ber for Sussex (Mr. Plckering). If they
could get a benevolent Government to spend
thousands and thousands ¢f pounds in one
partienlar district, the road board authorities
would be extremely satisfied and such an
action on the part of the Government would
make road construetion in their areas very
casy. I have no doubt that the members of
the road boards in the Sussex electorate
point to the Busselton-Yallingup-road, which
was constrncted by the Government, and re-
gard it as a monument to their ability.

The Minister for Works: Who keeps that
road in repair?

Mr. LAMBERT: The only work the mem-
bers of the road boards do regarding that
road, is to run their motor cars over it.

Mr, Pickering: Why not—it is a free
country?

Mr. LAMBERT: I am not finding fanlt
with the members of the board.

Mr. Pickering: You have your kuife into
the local governing bodies.

Mr. LAMBERT: T have not. I was a mem- .
bher of a loral governing aunthority before I
was 22 years of age, and T agree that within
their ability and the seope of their circum-
seribed powers, the work of the local authori-
ties is good enough, but in a young State like
ours we require some efficient system of road
construction. I think the present Roads Aet
and Municipalities Aet are obsolete. The
ohsoleseence of such legislation has been re-
cognised in different parts of the world.

Mr. Pickering: OQur legislation was revised
only 12 months ago.

Mr. LAMBERT: If something had been
revised 200 years ago it would have been
good enongh for the hon. member, and the
results would have been sufficiently progres-
sive to keep pace with the hon. member’s
most advanced ideas,

Mr. Pickering: That is very elever.

My, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not know whether
the hon. member wishes to go back to the
old toll system, but I think the time has ar-
rived when Parliament should take in hand
the proper co-ordination of road construction
in Western Australia. T hope the Minister
for Works will give this matter his attention.
As to the tendency to curry favour with loeal
governing aunthorities, I do not care whether T
aet their votes at election time or not. I will
tell them what I think is right and that is,
that they should be immediately done away
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with. During the war we had the spectacle
of these loval governing authoritics setting
themselves up as second Parliaments and dis-
cussing all manner of things. It is a matter
for wonderment that they did not lay down
the proper peace terms to be adepted by the
liclligerent nations. I hope that hon. mem-
burs will not take very mueh -notice of the
little local governing bodics, no matter what
gootl work they have been doing. We cannot
get proper aud cificient expenditure of public
fumds under this heading unless we have a
proper and efficient systen of construection.

Alr. Johnston: We have not got that type
of road hoard in the country distriets. You
may have them on the fiekls——

Mr. LAMBERT: Lf the hon. member

My, SPEAXER: Order! Will the hon.
r.omber lkeep to the Bill and address the
Chair. If he does, we will get on better,

Mr. LAMBIERT: I was pleased to note
the Minister's apparent appreciation of my
rewarks, al L hope we shall see some prac
tieal jesults o sceure a better condition of
affnirs. I trust that we will not continue in
our pressut slovenly method of road construe-
tion, and that steps will be taken to sce that
the lcense fees which are collectel now are
Nionidlel by ecomypetent men upon a proper sys-
tom of road censtruction throughout Westera
Anstralia,

Niv, PICKERING (Sussex) [84]: 1 had
not intended to speak on the Bill, but, in
view nf the remarks by the member for Cool-
gardie (Mr, Lambert) [ foel bound to say
something in defence of the work done by
loeal governing authorities throughout West-
ern Australia. 1t there is any fault, it is in
the administration of the Act which was put
through by the Minister some time back. That
measure, when passed, Was considered to be
very up to date and now we find it has
beeome antiquaied within a conmparatively
brief period.

My, Lambert: The system is antiquated.

Ar. PICKERING: The system has been
ceminently  satisfactory for the development
of a country of the size of Western Austra-
Tia. ! am glad to state that T have an
opinion quite the contraiy to that expressed
by the member for (‘oolgrardie regarding the
work of local governing authorities. | know
that the members of road hoards are very
hard working men, who devote a lot of time
and esperience in carrying oot their duties.
Tt there is any fault to be found, it is net
with the road boards, but.the Act.

Mr. Lambert: That is all T am saying-

My, PICKERING: Tf there is to he an
alteration, it should be in the direction of
the introduction of a Country Roads Bill,
which will take the main roads system ont
of the control of the local governing authori-
ties.

The Minister for Works: Exactly, T have
Tecn trying for the past three or four years
to get that.

AT, PICRERING: The money eolleeted
by the loeal avthorities for rates and lieenss

i< entirely need.d to deal with fee'er reads
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aml other roads which vome within their
mrisdiction,

Mr. Lambert: They want the rates, but
do not want to pay for their roads.

Mr. PICKERING: Pespite what the hon.
member for Coolgardie says to the contrary
when a system like that in operation in \'il:-'
toria is found applicable to Queensland, 1
think that, with modification, sueh a meas-
ure might be made applicable to Western
Australia, and T shall welcome the time when
we shall see the introduction of such a meas-
vre here. § understand that the Bill is more
or less urgent. 1 regret that when tlie re-
distribution or pooling of the lieensing fees
was under consideration, the course sugwested
by me in this Chamber seme time ago was
not adopted.

The Minister for Works: That means, that
the Government should collect all the fees.

Mr. PICKERING: Yes, nnd allocate the
fees pro rata. T do not prepose to deal with
local mutters at the present stage, but, re-
garling the Perth-Fremantle road, [ would
like to say that until it was token over hy
the Governzent and put inte decent condi-
tion, it wus not n road a all. T regret to
hear that the Minister finds it necessary to
introdver drastic provisions regarding those
lo-al holies who will not contribute tueir
share towards the upkeep of that road. I
will support the Minister in any action he
propses to ndopt to make those local au-
thorities rolieve the State of this burden.
Regarding the heavy traflic provisions, these
can be dealt with in Committee.

Mr, LATHAM (York) [8.13]: I regret
that the Minister did not recogmise the Heces-
sity for intreflucing into the Bill the principle
wi.hodied in the resolution carried by Par-
lisment st session dealing with fines under
he  Trathe et When a resolution s
enrricd in Parcliament, I regard it ng nn in-
struction to Ministers of the Crown. and I
regret that the Minister for Works has not
taken any netice of that particular .liree-
tion.

Mr, MaceCallum Smith:
anteml the Bill

Mr., LATHAM: T wunderstand that the
Standing Orders will not permit me tv noe
tn the direetion segpested.

The Minister for Works: What is it that
[ have left out of the Bill?

Ay, LATHAM: Last session Parlinment
b5 resolution agrced that the fines imposed
vuler the Trafic Aet should go to the local
governing bordiss,

The Minister for Works: I cannot touch
tines nnder this Bill. You would uvwel to
scpeal the 1806 Act betore that cavid e
dnne,

Mr. LATHAM: The Bill seeks to -rend
e Traffic Aet and [ believe that the mutter
1 refer tp comes under that heading T think
1 ix porsible for the Minister to stretel hig
Ypagivation so as to introtues the cooemd-
~ont [ suogest, seeing thet it was in the
ot of an instruction feom this Char bor,

You can wmnve to
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Mr. SPEAKFR: The, hon.
deal with the Bill now,

My, LATHAM: I hope the Minister will
see the folly of insisting upon distinguishing
colours for hire motor cars. T am going to
opose the proposal. It is wrong to ask any
man who has cars plying for hire to display
v disinguishing colour, and it is also objee-
fionable. I hope the Minister will give fur-
ther consideration to the question of allotting
€nes to the respective distriets.

The MINISTER FQOR WORKS (Hon.
W. 1. George—Murray-Wellington—in reply)
[8.16]: To the wmember for York (Mr. La-
tham) I would like to say that whea a man
eonsults a professional gentleman such as a
doctor or a lawyer and goes apainst the ad-
viee tendered him, I for one would regard
him as being unwise. If he consulteil a doe-
tor and then neglected to follow his advice,
T should regard him as a feol. Tf he con-
galted a lawyer and was mot guided by his
advice, I should regard him as an ass. T
am neither a fool nor an ass. When my
liwyer tells me that the fines cannot be at-
tuehed in the wny suggested by the hon. mem-
Ler, I must follow his advice.

Mr. Latham: Am I to understand that the
Crown law officers advise that the fines can-
wot be collected under the Act?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T am not
bere to tell tarradiddles, but to make plain
statements of fact, and [ say on the alvice
of the Crown Law Department that the fines
can only he Jealt with under the Act of
19906, which states exactly how they shall be
dealt with., No resolution of the Ilouse ean
gffect that position unless Parliament first
repeals the Act of 1906,

Mr. A. Thomson: Except that it might be
2 direction to the Government ns to what
thev should do. .

The MINISTER TFOR WORKS: TUnless
that Aet is first repealed, the position cannot
ke altered. The member for Coolgardie (Mr.
f.ambert) spoke about read boards. T am
rot going to underrate the work which these
veluntary bodies are doing. They ave doing
very good work right through Western Aus-
tralia, and without them it would be very
difficult indeed for the Government to do the
work., I do not say that they have not made
mistakes; we all make mistakes, but the good
cts which stand to their credlt far outweigh
.ll\ mistakes they have made. The hon.
member spoke of the collecting system. I
de not think that wonld apply to the southern
part of the State, I know quite a number
of road boards which have put on special
men and have found that it paid them to
go round to every farm and dwelling anil
make the people pay the fees for vehicles
and dogs. As regards putting on police con-
stables to ascertain that road board members
are not escaping the payment of fees, that is
a little too petty for me to undertake, I
think that road board members are as hon-
ourable as members of Parliament. T wonld
not suggest that the member for Coolgardie

member must
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was evading the payment of rightful taxation
any more than that members of voail boards
are evading the payment of fees for which
they are justly liable, The member for
Swan (Mr. Sampson) expressed the desire
that the metropolitan area should he ex-
tended. I do not know whether T may ae-
cept it as a compliment regarding the ad-
ministration of the Traffic Act that people
outside wish te be brought under it, or
whether it is that they hope to get a bigger
share of the fees collected than they are
getting at the present time. All T can say
iz this is not an opportune time to extend
the metropolitan area.

Mr, Sampson: They get no share of the
fees.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I ap-
preciate the eriticism of the member for
North-East Fremantle (Hon. W, €, Ang-
win), T was very glad he was present at
the famous or infamous conference at my
office, becavse he can bear witness to what
the Publiec Worka Department attempted to
do in the intevests of foirness to the whole
of the Btate. The hon, member struek the
kexnote when he spoke of the desirability of
uniformity throughout the State with regard
to the comstruction of roads. Next session
I"intend to bring down a Bill to deal with
main roals, and [ do not think the measure
will disturb the consciences of hon, members
at all. They will find that the idea regard-
ing fees will be dealt with in a very simple
way if [ can only get from those fees what
should be got. If we charge fees because
damage i3 cauded by those who use the roads,
it is only fair to those who pay the fees that
the roads should be kept in order. With re-
gard to the pointsmen in Perth, the member
for North-East Fremantle was quite correect.
I felt then, and T feel to-day, that the money
that the pointsmen rcgulating the traffie in
Perth cosi shounld be a direct charge against
the fees in the metropolitan area. Traffic
it is of no uge 1 any city or town untess it is
convenient and safe, The eonvenience and
safety of the people are well looked after by
the pointsmen, but the funds of the State
pay for the pointsmen and not those of the
particular district which gets the benefit. If
I could have my way, I would deduct the eost
of the pointsmen, I believe £2,000 or 22,500
a vear, from the fees of the metropolitan
area. But T would deduct them in this way:
T know trom the census my department took
two years ago cxactly the incidence of traffic
in the metropolitan area. It does not matter
which road is taken., in connection witht
Perth, 45 to 46 per cent. of the traffic has
its origin in Perth, and therefore the burden
of cost shoull be horn by the city of Perth
to that extent. If the House in its wisdom
sees fit to alter the Bill so that T can deduct
the expenditure incurred for pointsmen from
the fees of the metropolitan area, [ think
it will be doing only justice to the rest of the
State by earrying out something like the
formula I laid down in conucction with the
fees a few years ago. I thank the House
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for the reception given to the Bill. I believe
I am justiied in saying that the officers
of my department who were responsible for
the framing of the Tradie Bill and the Road
Districts Bill did good work for the State,
such good work in fact that it is recoguised
throughout Australia that in these respects
we have the most up-to-date legislation of
the kind. TIf it should be possible to supple-
ment these Acts with a Main Roads Act and
a Municipal Corporations Aet thoroughly up
te date, the legislation of local goverament
of Western Australia will be such that
anyone who has had a part in framing it
or assisted to place it on the statute-book
need not be ashamed of his work,

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

BILL—LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT.
Message.

Message from the Governer received and
read recommending the Bill.

Seecond Reading.

Debate resumed from the 29th November.

Hon. T. WALKER (Kanowna) [8.25]; 1
congratulate the Premier on the clear man-
ner in which he placed this matter be-
fore 'the House. I think he gave a faithful
outline of the objects and purposes of the
measure, but, after all, it was clear te me on
hearing his speech and reading it gince, that
he brought the measure down more becaunse
it had been anticipated and expected for some
coasiderable period and iu order to redeem
various promises that the matter would be
dealt with. Having said that, I cannot con-
gratulate the Premier or the Governmemnt
upon the measure itself. [f the Bill passcs
the second reading stage, which I trust it
will not, the matters dealt with will receive
consideration of a very eritical character in
Committee. In certain portions of the
measure there is transparently a good
deal of carelessness, some of it due
to drafting, and some of it I econ-
gider due to risky experimental legis-
lation. Take, for inatance, Clause 2Z:
In that ¢lause we have power sought to make
intoxicating liquor by proclamation; in other
words there is to be no scientific definition
of intoxieating liquor; there is to be =no
definition that will make it clear and dis-
tinet from now onward what it is illegal to
gell without a license and what it is not.
We have the power of Ministers sitting in
Execotive Couneil to make a  proclama-
tion

Mr. Underwood: The Ministers may know
very little about it.

Hon. T. WALKER: I daresay they do
know very little about it. Sitting in Exeeu-
tive Couneil, however, they will be able to
declare what is and what is not intoxicating
liquof. That is an evidence of an experiment
wlich [ would not like to trust, but of course
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we can (deal with that when we reach the
Committee stage.

Mr. Johnston: [t might apply to lemonade
or soda and milk,

Hon. T. WALEER: It might apply to
lemonade or Worcester sauce. -

Mr, McCallum: It might even apply to
Mundaring water,

Hon. T. WALKER: Yes, even Mundaring
water might by proclamation he made in-
toxieating liquor.

Mr. Johnston: And taxed at 10 per cent.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Is the Minister o con-
noisseur?

Hon. T. WALKER: I do not know that
Ministers or their officers are always
correct. We have had some extraordinary
opinions pgiven by certain officers in this
State with regard to whisky, which opinions
have since been tabooed when put to test in
other places. Then again we have almost an
absurdity in Clause 10 of the Bill. We have
it made compulsory that all temporary and
occasional licenses shall be granted by a
beard summoned by the chairman. When we
ecensider what the new board are to be, how
they are to cover great distriets, the absur-
dity of a clause of this kind becomes ap-
patent. One will not be able to get a tem-
porary license if a farewell supper is to be
given, without caliing upon the board.

The Premier; You have to give 48 hours’
notice now.

Hon. T. WALEKER: Suppose one has.
Suppose one does give 48 hours” notice, there
may be a little reason in that. But how
are we to manage that business under the
Bill? We have to get the chairman, and
then the chairman has to summon the board,
and thereupon the board have to hear evi-
dence—all for a temporary license which
may be granted 48 hours later. T say this
iz evidence of looseness and carelessness and
want of consideration of the possibilities and
the circumstances. Then there are some, to
me, abgolute coutradictions in the Bill. There
are certainly incongruovs elements in it.
For instance, Division XII. speaks of the
fees for transfers—

The fees hercinafter prescribed shall be
payable in reapect of all licenses granted,
renewed, transferred, or removed under this
Act.

Let hon. members just think, and read the
Bill through, ard then they will see that
transferences are dealt with particulanly,
that there is a partiecular provigion referring
to transference. Let hon. members look at
Clausze 19, for instance, and compare it with
the elause with which I have been dealing,
and they will see that under Clause 19—

The fee for every endorsement, transfer,

or removal of a livense, or confirmation,

ghall be the publican’s general license

fee of £5, .
and so forth. There is a special fee for
transfers in that instance. Again, under
Subelanse 11 of Clanse 15—

No license shall ne transferred or re-
newed unless the fees duwe under this seas-
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tion at the date of the hearing of the ap-
plip;tion for such transfer or rtemewal are
paid.
8o that the fees are prepayable, and thero
ig the special fee, and it is the license gener-
ally that pays the general fee, and this must
be paid before one cam apply for a trams-
fer, or have any chance of getting a trans-
fer. Thesc absurdities will lead to all kinds
of confusion, if not elosely watehed, becanse
in reference to the other fee there are cer-
tain adjustments due to the returns which
have beer made from the purchasers of
liquor during the past 12 months. Thie
would imply that there was to be transference
of the license with re-adjustment. The meas-
ure itgelf, in these small particulars, requires
some overhauvling, However, these are only
small matters, and may well be left to the
Committee stage. But thére are to my mind
greater matters. One of them, the chief one
to wme, ia absolutely undemocratic—the tak-
ing away of the power of the pecple to de-
cide this question, and the doing of what is
now so common, namely the putting of the
power into the hands of a board. Here the
proposal is to give to a board practically
the full management of the liquor traffie.
That to me is absolutely undemocratic. A
board, not a local board, not one knowing
the immediate surroundings and habits and
appetites, so to speak, of the people, but a
board that may cover a third of the State,
having a jurisdiction from Geraldton to
Eucla—T think such was the language used
by the Premier in introdueing the Bill——
Mr. Underwood: No; from Eucla te Wyn.
dham.

Hon, T. WALKEER: Yes; and the board
sre to deal with the whole question of the
liquor traffic, not only as to reduetion, bhut
a3 to inerease It is true that under the old
Act of 1911, notwithatanding the restrictions
that were placed upon them, the licensing
magistrates, by virtue of the local option
poll, could within & 15 mile radius, when a
district warranted it, grant a new license.
But there is no limit to the licenses to be
granted under this measure, no Yimit to what
the proposed board can do under the Bill. There
may be an hotel in one street, and the boarl
can put np ancther hotel in the next; or
there may be an hotel on one corner of the
street, and the board can put up another
hotel on the opposite corner, if they so wish,
There is no restriction on them. They are
practically infallible. The people, therefore,
have no real voice. Notwithstanding that
the people may vote against the liquor traffie,
the board cam, if they so desire, or if they
conclude it to be necessary, authorise new
licenses in the districts which they are con-
sidering. That to me is absolutely against
the principles of democratic government. To
me it seems injuricus. It is an illustration
of the tendency we have to take away every
respongibility from those who represent the
peaple. Day by day we are rendering more
immune the representatives of the people,
especially the represtniatives holding port-
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folios. Onee representatives become Min-
isters now, all they have to do, practically,
is to give their approval to what the bureaus
and boards about them have recommended.
Their initiative is, in a large measure, gone.

The Premier: We have the licensing court
now.

Hon. T. WALKER: T know that; but the
power of the court is restricted, and is sub-
ject to the will of the people, The licensing
court at the present time have to obey the
will of the people. They have the right to
hear the voice of the people. They carry
into cffect, or should carry into effect, and if
allowed would doubtless carry into effect,
whatever the vote at the poll may have
shown. But under thisg Bill it i3 not to be
so0. Discretion and initiative are granted
to the beard, who will be immune from eritie-
ism, The board are to be absclutely infal-
lible. Their decisions are to be final. Ome
cannot appeal from the board. No portion
can review the board’s decisions, or reopen
for further inquiry matters eonsidered by the
board. The Bill absolutely closes all doors
of eriticism of the board. This is a new
danger that we are asked to introduce, for,
although at the present time we have our
stocal hoards, so to speak, not one of them
if free from review; their decisions c¢an be
appealed against, Higher authorities and
more trained judgments can traverse their
decisions. But not so in the case of the
boards under this Bill. Once they have de-
cided, no dog must bark; they are infallible
to the last word, If the Premier can defend
that as democratic, then I want to know what
is andemoeratic? Tf that be a carrying out
of the will of the people, then T am at a loss
to know the meaning of plain English. There
is no will of the people here in this Bill
The Bili i35 a device to stand between the
people and the objeet of their will. It is
to create a buffer; it is a means of evading
the direct voice, the direet mandate, of the
populace.

Mr. Underwood: And to create a useless
board. '

Hon. T. WALEKER: To a certain extent,
ves, a uscless board. T fail to see much in the
Bill that cannot be ecarried out without the
board. But the principal objeet is that the
board shall be a remedy, an answer, to the
question which has been agitating the public
mind for so long—how best we are to dis-
pose of the drink traffic without deing any
injustice? T for onme eannot for the life
of me bring my mind to the attitude of be-
lieving that an honest man, having under-
taken the trade of an hotelkeeper, should
summarily be dismissed from that occupa-
tion, after he has been encouraged to live
in it, to take it up, by the Government them-
selves, after he has been a buttress and a
sapport of the Government by the taxes he
has paid, after possibly he has sunk his
little all in that enterprise, that such a man
ghould be teld to get out into the cold world
penailess. I cannot accept that. T do believe
it would pay this country immengely if we
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raised a loan to buy ounf every publican now
carrying on business here, and got rid of the
trade in that way. DMore particularly do
I say that, whilst we have Ministers and
politicians and public men, honestly, T be-
lieve, defending the drinking habits of the
community—if not calling alcoholic drinks
necessaries, still terming them something of a
nceessity. The Premier himself in the course
vt his second reading speech said that lhe
would not deny to a man who had worked
hard all day his honest glass of beer—imply-
ing that the beer was in some degree a neces-
sity, and that the man got a sterling henefit
from it. Others go further, and would not
prevent conviviality, would not think of hav-
ing a banquet or an entertainment unless
there was beer or whisky or wine. Theve are
those who believe that ne real human enjoy-
ment ean be obtained, meeting in eomrade-
ship, unless Bacchus enfers amongst the
guests. There are those who eandidly be-
lieve that real genuwine happiness consists in
the music of popping corks, They have, of
course, inherited that idea from the days
gone by. True, there was a sort of apologetic
strain

Mr. Underwood: We did not inherit that
belief from the Turks, anyhow, .

Hon, T. WALKER: XNo. There is now
something of an apologetic tone when these
matters are spoken of, even from the Gov-
ernment side. The Premicr himself spoke
of a wish that the drinking habits of the
ypeople shall diminish. But all of us who are
old have grown up Dbeholding the gencral
bent of mind of our fathers towards aleoholie
indulgence. T ean remewber my bovhopd,
when it was considered a sort of disgrace
if a man could not take enough to get
muddled.

The Minister for Works:
as that!

HHon. T. WALKER: Why! in the old davs
they would not have glasses with flat bot-
toms; they had round hottoms so that thep
coulil not stand, and one had to drink what
was poured into them hefore he put his glass
down. T will tell the hon. memhor, if le
wishes to know, how we gof these hahits. The
hon. member is a great reader, and he ought
to know that in the old davs the churches,
when they got into debt. were snpported hy
Arink. Thex had their Christmas ales, fheir
Witann ales, their gift ales of a1l kinds; and
the ales were druuk in the churel, the festivi-
ties took place in the church. T do not wish
to be irreverent, but even to-day in the chureh
the most devout Christinns are supposed to
take their wine as a divine symbol. Tt comes
from those old times when Baechus was a
veritable god, worshipped by everybody. In
the old days the Romans themselves were great
indulgers; they used to go out and take em-
etics during the course of a hanquet, so that
thev conld find space for more Bacchus al-
eohol. One man was called Tricongius, the
three gallon knight. These things are
recorded in historyv. Tt is well known
that our greatest poets have gloried in

Not quite as bad
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this indulgenve, ‘*A  hlessing on vonr
soul, vou brew good ale.’” That comes
down to us from our master mind,

our greatest poet. All people, at one time,
believed in absolute indulgence. You, Sir, will
remember vour Norseman ancestors, who
pictured the Heaven they were to go to, the
Vathalla that they were to inherit, as a place
where they drank honey beer all day and all
night long. That was their heaven.

The Minister for Works: Not too bad a
Mace, either. :

Hon. T. WALEKER: The hon, member is
still in the back part. as it were, of his in-
herited memory, the one that has eome down
from his own ancestors, the memory of that
glorious time when drunkenness was a
virtue. It is not so now.

The Minister for Works:
carry his wine.

Hon. T. WALKER: That is trre: and he
did it, even when he fell. A man who conld
not occasionally get drunk was not a man at
all. We have still that belief amongst us, stidl
that idea that we cannot do withour it.

Ay, J, H, Smith: Neither we can,

Hen. T. WALKER: That is a mere asser-
tion. There are people who do without if.

Mr. T'nderwood: They are freaks.

Hon. T. WALKER: They are not freaks,
They are hecoming more numerons every day.
They arve eapable of doing the work of thase
why indulge, and capable of keeping their
hrain power longer in clear activity.

Ar. J. H. S8mith: They lose their heads.

Hon, T. WALKER: Talk abont losing
their heads!  The devotees of Bacchus lost
Leal, body, and legs. T might tell hon, mem-
Lisrs 1 have scen the process. 1 have experi- .
muented with it. 1 know what T am speaking
ahout. | challenge anv member to show on
scientific authority that what T am saying is
ineorrect. Aleohol is, in itself, poison. Tt acts
divectly upon the nerveus system, it aets on
the blond corpuseles, and vwpon all other parts
of the hody, but more particularly on the
nerves.  Hou, members have witnessed the
proeess of a man getting drunk. We have all
seen men toke a glass or two of whisky or of
wine, ] have seen this at the banquets we
have bheen -to.

The Minister for Works:
andd finish on whisky.

Hon, T. WALKER:, You do not neel to
de that. Let me describe the preeess, as 1
have seen it. Let us sappose we are attending
a banguet. The wine flowa. That banquet, in
its opening stages, finds everybody glum, talk-
ing to his neighbour in a sort of whisper.
There is nothing partieularly enlivening any
where; all seem to be ont of place. But when
they get a glass, or two glasses, then whnt do
we see!  They applaud every speeeh piven
after that, and we see all the persons there,
with eves beginning to get bright and glisten-
ingr, with their features becoming red. There
is i hlush and a flush on all faces, and if we
could see them in nudity they would be Tinsh-
inx all over their Dodies.

Mr. Simona: How do you know that?

A man had to

Start us on hweer,
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Hen, T. WALKER: I will tell the hon.
member.

Alr. J. H, 8mith: No, do not teli him.

Hon. T. WALKER: What has reaily hap-
pened? This has oceurred: The alcohol they
have already partaken of, even in a small
dose, has partially paralysed the nerves., 1
nced not  tell students of physiology that
along every artervy and blood tract runs a
thin thread of nerve, which traverses its
whole length, to the finger tip, to the
toe  tip; and that little thread acts al-
most as a superintendent of the blood.
If you injure your body, prick your
hand, for instance, yen will see a ciicle of red
appear. The red corpuseles have come there
to dispel that intruder, whatever it was. The
pain has gone along the blood tract, the nerve
has informed—ito uwse an wnscientific expres-
sion—the blood corpuseles that vrepair is
needed. The nerves thronghout the blood tract
will contraet the arteries, when too much blood
is flowing, and, when more is needed, will allow
the arteries to expand. The alechol, coming
along that fract paralyses the nerve thread,
s0 that it will not control the blood flow, The
bload is then left without control. Hence the
flush and the Aashing exe, henee in every part
of the body the blood contrel is taken away.
That is the first start of drunkenness. Tt is
only partial paralysis, You have a little more
alcohol, 1AMr. Speaker, and then what?
Why, yon have no control over yourself at all.
Yon take still a little more, and then we see
how it changes charvacter. The modest man,
who can hardly wse his tongue at all, to ask
even to have the salt passed, becomes an
aratar and wants to talk on evervthing. The
dull phlegmatic iman, who never had emotion
in his soul, hecomes inspired. He wants to
hug his next-door neighbour; he would hug
anything, he would love a cow or a dounkey,
anything he could get his arms around when
in fhat state of mind. The control is gone.
Then we go a step or two further, and we
find that the man who, a few moments be-
fere, was a glib spokesman, begins to have a
thick tongue, cannot get his words out ¢learly,
He splutters and says all kinds of things, tiil
one waders whether he is going to be sick
any moment. What has happened! He has
got his nerves more paralysed. Sometimes
the nerves along the legs are acted upon first.
Indeed by watehing the results we ¢an actu-
allx tell whether 2 man learnt to talk first or
learnt to walk first; because the last de-
veloped nerve qualities are the first attacked
by aleohol. The higher qualities go first, the
intellectual and moral qualities go next, then
. follow the legs, the locomotive power. And
it a2 man learnt to talk before he learned to
walk, he ean sit down and talk and you wonld
never believe he had had a glass. But let
him stand wp, and yon soon diseover what hag
happened to him. On the other hand if he
learnt to walk first he will be what is ecalled
speechlessly drunk—no doubt hon. members
have seen their friends in that eondition—
but able to walk home. Let him continue 2.
little further. and the paralysis becomes more
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complete until he cannot cither walk or talk.
Carry on one stage further, and he is dead
to the world, everything is paralysed. That
is the action of aleohel. This is no mere
theory, no dream. It is a faet that aleohol
acts as a paralyser, aets as a chill to the body.
That has been demonstrated by actnal experi-
Everybody knows, the scientifie wmen

ence.
who lead our armies know, the danger of
alechol,

Member:  Yet it is administered to the
men.

Hon, T, WALKER: Somwe is given them
beeause  some men, abnrormally exeited,
until their nerves arve put ont of order,
have no moral courage, Buot let  them
have to do a Russian march in the cold,

and then we discover the effect of it. Let
me teli my honourable friends of the ex-
periments tried by Dr. Richardson, He took
pigeons having no aleohol administered to
them. and put them, with other pigeons half
intoxieated, so to speak, and still a third lot
directly and eompletely nnder the infinence
of alcolol, in a place at freezing point. What
happencd? Those that had been eompletely
Arunk with aleohol died, those that were half
intoxivated struggled faintly through, while
the others survived in almost perfect condition,

Mr. JJ. H. Smith: Tell us something ahont
the wowzers.

Alr. Underwood: Put a wowzer in the freez-
ing chamber, and see how he comes out.

Hon, T, WALKER: Let me tell the hon.
member about wowzers, There have been in
this very e¢ity of ours men taken from the
streets in a state of intnxication, who have
been found dead in their col@ cells in the
morning. That has repeatedly happened.

My, Tuderwood: So have teetotallers been
found dead.

Hon, T, WALKER: No, the meu who have
been taken from the streets drunk and placed
there. Tet the hon. member interrupt all he
Pleases,  Will the insuranee eompanies accept
a drunken man’s poliey?

My, J. H. S8mith: T think so.

Hon, T. WALKER: Will they accept it in
the snme way that they accept a sober man's
poliecx? Ts not the publican at a discount in
getting a life policy? Ts he not debarved to a
certain extent in ithat vespect? Is it not
known to those who insure lives that this is
507

Mr. J. B. 8Smith: Have yvow-insured lives?

Hon. T, WALKER: Let the hon, member
take his medicine ealmly.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon, T. WALEER: What chance has the
world of reformt wlen we have these people
so uarrow aud bigoted that they are like the
prisoners of Chilon, hugging the chains that
bind them? It is known to every medical
man that aleohel is an impediment to the
cure of sickness, It js an impediment
in the case of those who have had
an accident and vpon whom an oppera-
tion iz to be performed, In all those in-
stitotions which come under our notice daily
we see——naot from the seotimental point of view,
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for I would scorn to use sentiment, but from
the scientific point of view—ithe dangers that
aleohol comstitutes to our physical health and
the physieal health of the community.

Mr. Mann: Is it not frequently given by
medieal men?

Hon. T. WALKER: So i3 arsenic. Poisons
are frequently given.

Mr. Mann: Are they not necessary as
medicine?

Hon. T. WALEKER: I am not so sure. that
substitutes have not been found in the hos-
pitals of London, where alechol is not usged.
Other expedients are vsed powadays. It is
used as a medicine in the same way as ar-
senic and sulphuric compounds are used, as
well ag other poisons of that character. Al-
echol chills and starves the individual in-
stead of feeding him and warming him. It
is that faet that causes the doetor to pre-
seribe aleohol in cases of high fever in order
t» reduce the temperature. If the hon. mem-
ber will give me his assurance that he will
never touch aleohol again unless be is raging
with fever, T will permit him to have what
he requires for that object. It shows you,
Sir, what a powerful drug this is that 1
would give my sanction to its administration
to a man suffering intensely from a long bout
of intoxication. I have known friends of
mine that 1 respected and admired pass off
anddenly because others, who were not tee-
totallers, refused them a drink as they were
passing through the terrible throes of de-
lirium tremens. I will ecall toe your mind,
8ir, onc whom you will remember well, namely
Dr. Lihane. He was a bright geniuvs, and ac-
complished practitioner, a man standing high
in intellectual work, but with a craving
for drink. It had so poisoned him that he
had completely lost his will power. He could
not resist aleohol. His will was paralysed,
and none of his friends could keep him from
the drink. He was taken up in a state of
terrible suffering from the effects of aleohol.
Those about him, jgnorant of the nature of
alcohol, refused him cven enough to moisten
his lips with. The consequence was he died.
If alcohol could have stimulated his heart
sufficiently to enable him to overcome his
physical disabilities, I should have given him
some of it, as I would in cases of sickness,
and sometimes as anti-poison to other mi-
ciobes which gnter the system, 1 am not
prejudiced against it. Alcohol hasg its uses but
not as a beverage and not as for the benefit
of society in that way. It is in that respect
a gross injury to society. Aleohol robs us of
a tremendous amount of brain force. No
man, if he only takes his nip now and again,
ean be in possession of hiz full mental capa-
city. There is a buzziness and a muddling
about his brain which affects it impercept-
ibly, although the world at large may not
suspeet it, and he is gradually being de-
prived of his fully developed faculties, which
might have been of so much benefit to him-
self and his fellow men. I am not speaking
of what we lose by people having to give up
their small bonts of intemperance; I am
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speaking of the man who can carry aleokol
and can go along with it, taking net too
much for his own satisfaction day after day,
hut constantly taking it. He is to that ex-
tent weakening his mental power, his physi-
ral energies, depriving us of the usefulness
he might bring to society. Worse than all
to me is this fact, that the great body of
toilers who indulge in drink have their man-
hool sapped te a degree that keeps them
staves, I believe the first real step of reform
towards the high achievements and ideals of
the Labour Party is the complete sobriety of
the labouring people. If we had that we
shoulll the sooner obtain our ideals and rea-
lise those noble aspirations which give such
hope amd ecourage to fight against the oppro-
brium and contumely of the world for the
benefit of ¢ur fellow men. T am glad to say
that the people at large are becoming alive to
this. The most enlightened nations of the
world are the nations which have bepgun to
treat this matter from the scientific point of
view. They realise that it is a genuine evil
and should be submitted to the vote of the
people., Al the people have an interest in
deeciding this great question, Aleohol puts
the State to an enormous expense to main-
tain its gaols.

Mr. Underwood: XNo.

Hon. T. WALEKER: The gaols are flled
with people.

Mr. Underwood: Full of Sunday school
teachers and thieves.

Hon, T. WALKER: Drunken ones at that.
The testimony of every man ecapable of giv-
ing an opinion, from the Commissioner of
Police to the Governor of the Gaols, tells us
that drink is the beginning of a criminal
career,

Mr., Mann: Not.always.

Hon. T. WALKER: The statistica tell us
that.

Mr, Underwood: Statisties!

Hon. T. WALKER: There is no question
about that, Not only does it cause that in-
jury to those starting level in life, but it
hrings many creatures into this world who
have mnot a real chance in the battle of life.
Women about to become mothers, who poison
their systems by intoxication, bring into the
world a life which is born under a handieap.
The children are put behind in the starting
mark of life. What is more, they are born
without that vim and energy which place
them on a level that permits them to start
off on even terms with their fellow men, We
have hundreds of people who are daily put
into our goals as vagabonds for being unable
te work and being incapable of comingling
harmoniously with society., Thia may be due
to their own intemperance or to the intem-
perance of their fathers and mothers, or
both. They are born with a vitiated frame-
work aud a foundation of intemperance,
and can never make good again in life, The
general eommunity has to pay the expense
of all this, not only of ocur extensive police
force but of all the machinery required
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Mr. Underwood: You take good care you
do not pay it. What do you want to tax us
for? So that you can dodge ity

Hon. T. WALKER: I do not want this
tax. T do not drink at all myself. Why
should T want to dodge this tax? The hon.
member i3 probably suffering from the rem-
nants of the last little dose he had. Not
only there but in our hospitals do we suffer
from this evil. Our lunatic asylums are more
full in consequence. There are many men
who lose their wnental balance in the first
instance through drink, and who in conse-
quence become a charge upon the community.
The tax proposed here will not cover the ex-
penses that drink has cost us. The tax we
rajse from these proposals will not pay the
doctors’ billa, and for the sufferings that
this poison involves upon our people. The
Premier tella us that this is a measure chiefly
to raise money to help to reduce the deficit.

Mr. Underwood: And the teetotaller will
not pay.

Hon. T. WALKER: Why should he? He
has to pay as it is for protecting the traffic,
and for curing the evila and dealing with the
results of the traffic. Surely he should not
be called upon to do more! What kind of
reform jis this? A reform for taxation pur-
poses, te fill the coffers or to help fill them;
and how enormous this tax is and still may
be, we get from the figures the Premier him-
self quoted during his speech, The Excise
Department, I think, derives about £140,000
a year from this source for the Common-
wealth alone. We are coming in now with
this in the hope that we may get something
out of it.

The Premicr: 1t was £600,000 the Common-
wealth got.

Hon. T. WALKER: Not from execise, hut
the bulk of the £600,000 is excise and we
are now trying to follow in the footsteps
of the Commonwealth. Is that reform?
How can we ask for reduced licenses when
the Government are living on the licenses,
when they are going into partmership with
the licensees, when they are asking blood
money for continuance, so to speak? Is that
reform? Is that working in a moral direc-
tion? It seems to me to be a partnership
with an evil, the Government recognising it,
sanctioning it, licensing it and lving upon
it. You canpot blame the people therefore
for having backward ideas of temperance
reform, when the Government directly enter
into partnership with the trade. The meore
you increase it, the more security you give
the landlords. You cannot attack them when
you are taking their mgney. This Bill to a

large extent protects them; it gives
them greater security of tenure; it gives
them special life so fo speak. Tt gives

them a monaopoly and the very reduction
of liecenses would only hand over to other
hotels a more complete monepoly. You are
making competition less, but not the traffie
less. ’

Mr, Mann: The hotels will be better con-
{rolled.
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Hon, T. WALKER: Not necessarily. 1
will admit a closer watch may be made on
them, but even here there is no sincerity.
There is control under the various Licensing
Acta over the publicans. The police ecan go
i and demand the right to inspect. But
can they go into the clubs?

Mr. Maon: Yes, under this Bill

Hon, T. WALEKER: No. The hon. mem-
ber is confusing the provisions of this Bill
with the local option part of the measure.

Mr. Mann: The clubs must close at the
same hour as hotels.

Hon. T. WALKER: That is to say, the
hours of clubs will be shortened. I approve
of that, but you cannot get your police ad-
migsion to clubs after 9 o’clock., A elub is
a private house after 9 o’clock, and it can
continue all night without anyone knowing.

Mr. Underwood: They might even be
drinking there.

Hon. T. WALKER: They certainly would
be if the hon, member was staying there.
Where is the consistency? True we make
clubs close at 9 o’clock but we allow the
hotels to be vigited by the police at any
hour. Not so the clubs. They are not to
bhe put upon the same category, The man
who has a little money and can afford to
pay a subscription to a club ean drink all
night long if he chooses. But the man who is
au ordinary toiler and has to go to his hotel
for his drink, he must not stop at the hotel
after the tick of mine. He is a criminal if
he does. That is not consistent, and more
than that, it is not democratic. It is not an
advance on the old measure to continue the
three-fifths majority, How can we make
that a popular decision? SBo many voters on
the rolls record their votes in their constit-
uencies and there must be a three-fifths ma-
jority. TYs that democratic Government?
Would hon. members of this Hounse submit to
the same kind of voting on going before their
electors? Do they ingist upon a certain num-
ber going to the poll or declaring the elec-
tion null and woid? Do they insist that the
winning man must have three-fifths of the
votes polled before he ecan be elected? If
for this deliberative Chamber, the highest
Chamber of realm, we allow a clear majority
to decide the issue, why cannot the people

be trusted with a clear majority to
decide the issue as to whether there
shall or shall not be traffic in licenses

for the vending of intoxicants. There is no
consistency there. You must not touch vested
interests. That is why it is not done. It is
tho vested interests, not acohol, nor the peo-
ple, that are protected. Money counts more
than human hearts or human lives in the
making of the laws of the country. This is
evidence of it. Human beings are not counted
when vested interests dome in the way, 1
say, therefore, viewing all these facts, the
measure does not deserve support. It does
not only authorise continuance of alecoholic
indulgenee, but it makes it a more deeply
vested intereat by claiming a heavier tax and
making the Government and the revenue of



thee eountey more depeodent upen it. 1t
stronzthens the dife of this organisation, and
.~ therefore if is to me the very antithesis
ot & icform measure, L trust the second read-
ing Wit not he passed,

 The Deputy Speaker took the Clair.

Sor. PICKERING (Sussex) [9.24]: I (o
nnt propose to treat this measurs as il
the previous speaker, who dealt with it
i~ ame of  prohibition, nor e | pro-
Jert to be an advoeate of anything in
the shape of extreme action. What [ pro-
po-e to do is to give a reasonable critivism of
what the Bill sets out to do anmd jn what
divection I think it should be amended. It
set< ont: 1, to widen the sphere of the opera-
tions of the Licenging Courts; 2, the amend-
ment of the loeal option provisions ; 3, the
change in the manner of the assessment of
Heense fees, with considerable increase In
taxation; 4, the restriction of the lpcal
eption vote to two issues; 3, the adop-
tion of the Vietorian principle of licenses
veduction with provision for increases in
licennes; 6, the making of the hours of
tradine from 9 aa. to 9 pan. permanent,
awl ommnon to the State; 7, the exeision
of ti hona-file traveller; 8, the regis-
tintion of bar attendants; 9, the vlesing
of billiard rooms other than galoons for other
than boarlers, cotnwvident with hotels; 10, the
wloption of South African sections dealing
with the cloging of licensed premises in ease
of tints, and 11, restriction in club licenses.
The pinciples which [ take it actuates the
Govervrment  in introdueing the Bill, wore
briefly to effect certain reforms in  the
trade.  {ertain abuses erept into the trade
and T think the idea of the Government is to
improve the conditions under which the trade
is condueted. There are certain clansea in the
Bill which will have that effect, This is one ot
the most diflicult questions the Heuse has to
dewl with, Tt is certainly one of the most
complex guestions affecting the welfare of the
community. Ay experience of hotels is mainly
the result of having been engaged in design-
ing as an architect and living in them as
a bearder, and from wy cxperience I can
honestly say that fthe hotels in Western
Australia  compare most favourably with
hetels in any other part of the C(ommon-
wealth. T have travelled widely over the
varions States, and T candidly admit Yhat
so far as the conduet of the hotels, as welt
as the haildings are eoncerned, there arve fow
exeeptions that can be taken, The main ob-
jeet ix, T take it, ns far as pessible, te bring
the business within reasonable lines, and if
we take into consideration the various clauses
woe find that they set ont to attain that ob-
jeut in reasonable directions. The main prin-
eiple which underlies the Bill is one that will
have my support.  One of the objects is to
in¢rease the revenue whieh will acerne to the
Treasury from thiz source, and T think we
shall findd that not only the people generally,
huot the trade as well, will not begradge the
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Governmmnent the ioerease that will ¢ome trom
the trade. That aspect of the question will
e dealt with mainly under Clause 13, The
first difticoity I find in eonnection with this
measure is the deelaration of what is intoxi-
cating liquor. The only scientific way of de-
terminimger that is the basis of the percentaye
ot alewhal, and [ think it it were set out in
the Aet that the percentage of aleohol was
M, or 3 per veat., that would meot the
position.

The Minister for Works:
sire of that percentage!

My, PICIKKERING: The guestion conlil
ensily e settled, but I think that is the only
seientific way in which it could he adjusted.
It is ridievlous to think that anyone can say
by legislation what is intexicating liguor, The
Bill sets out to widen the jurisdiction of the
Licensing Court, Although, T have no objee-
tion to that, T de object to the clause which
seeks to extend the operation of the tem-
porary license. The section, as it stands in
the Act, provides that only those livenses in
the distriéts to which they belong shall he
entitled te the extension. The eclause as it
stands in the Bill is unnecessary and [ will
support an amendment to strike it out. T also
disagree with that clause which makes 1t
compulsory that the Chairman of the Court
must bring the board fogether to deeide the
granting of a temporary license. Under the
Act it has been possible to control temporary
licenses satisfactorily. Tt is only a matter of
istning a jodicial notice and two justices of
the peace should be competent to e that,
('lause 13 is, in my opinion, the contentious
elause of this Bill, and that is the clause
which seeks to increase the amount of rve-
veunwe ta  bhe derived from the trade.
1 do not think it would be fair or right to
take a period of 12 months as a basis for
assessment.  Especiaily in a business such
as that connected with the liguor trade, it
very often happens that one 12 months will
provide very heavy returns compared with
another peviod of 12 months. I do aot
think it is the desire of the Government
that fictitions returns should be furnished.
I believe that ingtead of an annual assess-
ment, a quarterly one should be substituted.
There may be some attempts at avoiding
the provisions of the Bill by laying in
Jaige stocks in anticipation of the pass-
ing of the measure, but if the clause were
made vetrospective to the date of the
passing of the measure, it would be better.
From that period forward, if the bases were
quarterly and the payments made per
guarter, it would not only mean a more
accnrate assessment of the money ex-
penited, but money would be received more
frequently by the Government. There is
another provigion which refers to the com-
putation of returns on the gross amount,
That is seareelv a fair provision, because
the gross amount is not that which is actu-
ally paid. Large amounts are chargeable
againat the publiean, but they are more ov¢

Are you (uite
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less subject fo discount and eommission, I
think the actual amount paid should be that
upon which the assessment should be made.
The clause goes on to provide that 8§ per
cent. shall he collected upon the amouat
involved, inclusive of duty.. Seeing that
the Customs and Excise duties have already
been paid, it seems inequitable to impose
a further tax on taxation already collected.
T think the taxation should be paid oun the
actonal cost of the liquor, and not plus the
Excise and Customs duties. T shall support
any amendment whieh ajms at striking out
the word “‘inclusive’’ and replacing it by
“exclusive.”” I find no fanlt with the per-
centage, which is fixed at 8. Jf the Gov-
ernment agree to the insertion of the
amendment I refer to in that connection,
I think there will be nothing to complain
about regarding that portion of the Bill
Such an amendment will entail certain con-
sequential alterations in other parts of the
measure. To-day the price of liquor is
almost prohibitive. It is quite possible that
the duty on liquor will be increased. I do
not think it is desirable that we should
bring abount prohibition by means of ex-
cessive taxation and demands upon the
tiade. Rather than that, we should bring
prohibition about, if it is sb desired, by
legitimate means, whieh, I consider, are
already provided. Coming to the question
of local option, I quite agree with the
atlterations in that direction, whieh scek to
confine the issue to two points—no license
or continuance.
loeal option poll and the country has given
its fiat on that, partieular question. The
instructions conveyed by the electors to
the Government have, so far as I know,
been given effect to., Where it has been
decided that there should be econtinuance,
that has been attended to; where reduction
has been carried, the necessary reductions
have been carried out. Having agreed to
that provision operating for the next three
vears, it would not be right to say that
now we shall sct up a new form of redue-
tion. Such a proposal would amount to a
breach of contract and the House should
not agree to any such step. In my opinion,
a fresh vote, if necessary—and I admit it
would be necessary—should be taken at the
expiration of the period regarding the
license reduetion board. T see no mention
in the Bill of provisions governing State
hotels, There is an amemlinent on the
Notice Paper, however, which seels to
bring State hotels within the seope of the
Act. I think it would Dbe only fair, if we
are to continue the State hotel svstem, that
those councerns should contribute thenr fair
share under ‘the measure,

Mr, Underweod: You get all the profits
now.

Mr., PTCEERING : If the State hotels
were brought within the scope of the
measure, they would have to show returns
gimilar to those of private hotels. T know

We have already held a -
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of no argument in favour of exeluding the
Slate hotels from the provisions of the Bill.

The Minister for Works: You get every-
thing from the State hotels now; how can
vou get any more?

Mr, PICKERING: Under the present
arrangements, people are misled as to the
true position of State hotels. They should
be made to show the extent of their trade
operations on the same lines as other hotéls,
and should contribute towards the com-
pensation fund.

Mr. Johnston: And pay rates too.

Mr. PICKERING: That is so, but T hope
some provision will be made to prevent the
local authorities from taking undue advant-
age in connection with the rating of
hotels, a course which eould easily follow
as the result of the adoption of vavious pro-
visions in the Bill. No other business will
be compelled te disclose its true trade, as
will be the ease with the hotels. The tend-
ency on the part of road boards is to get
as much in rates as possible fromm these
businesses. It may be that a softgoods
shop may be making profits as large as
those of a hotel, but those profits are not
disclosed to the publie, -

Hon, W. C. Angwin: The local anthori-
ties do not rate on profits,

My, PICKERING: Don’t they?

Hon, W, C. Angwin; They rate on tho
valne of the housc—on the fair avnuval

vahie.

Mr. PICKERING: And they place an-
apparently enhanced value on different
businesses.  Regarding compensation, if

provision is made to collect the revenue on
the basis T have suggested, namely, §.per
vent, on the actual revenue and not on the
revenue plus Excise and Customs dutics, it
may be neeessary to inercase the amount to 2
per eent. T think the question of compensation
should not be confined to cnses where ihe
number of hotels are reduced by the redue-
tion board only. That board provides for
necessary eompensation on a certain basis,
buet if, as the result of a local option vote,
a license is cut ont, that compensation will
be lost to that particular hotel, althongh
the licensee concerned may have been con-
tributing towards the compensation fund
for vears. Through no fault of his own, by
being brought under a certain section of
the Act, the rights to compensation are
taken away from that individual,

The Minister for Works: If he has had
ten years within which to get rid of his busi-
ress, i3 that net enough? .

Mr. MacCallum Smith: Yon want to give
him the ten years in, as well as compensa-
tion?

Mr. PICKERING: The people, who will
be affected by the reduetion board get the
ten years in as well. Compensation should
apply to both sides.

The Minister for Works: You would claim
campensation for the payment of extra taxa-
tion.
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Mr, PICKERING: When this matter is
discussed in Committee, I think members will
agree that it is omly just that if compensa-
tion is granted in the case of reduction by
the board, it should also apply in the case of
closure as the result of a loeal option poll.
There is provision for enabling an increase
in the number of licenses by means of a peti-
tion. To make that more fair, there should
be -provision to compel the publication of the
petition on the date of the publication of
the application for the additional license,

I do mnot agree with the finalisation
ol determination clause by which the
board has supreme power. I do wot

want to interfere with the powers of the
licensing board at all, but when it comes to a
question regarding reduetion, and there are
legal technicalities involved, then there should
be provision for an appeal to the Supreme
Court, Arising out of the last few eases
dealt with in the metropolitan area, includ-
ing the Brighton Hotel and other cases, the
necesssity for sueh an appeal will be realised.
Regarding the guestion of bona-fide travellers,
generally speaking, most people will welcome
soma move which will remedy the present
troubles which affect the trade from that
standpoint.  Throughout the country dis-
tricts, however, the proposals may operate
barshly. People may have to go from 20 to
30 miles on some trip. It should be their
right to secure a drink if they felt they re-
guired it., Tt should be possible to amend
that provision so that it would be more on
the lines of that applying to clubs, If that
were done, a man would be able to procure
a drink if he had a meal at the hotel. The
misuse of the bona-fide traveller privilege is
more confined to the metropolitan area tham
to the country districts, and I think if it
were made to apply to within & radius of
25 miles of the General Post Office, it would
meet the present requirements.

The Minister for Works: Would you ecall
a counter Junch a meal?

Mr, PICKERING: No, I refer to a proper
meal.

Mr. Underwood:
meal?

Mr, PICKERING: That question has heen
decided in the negative, There is also the
question of the registration of bar attend-
ants. While T agree with that provision, I
think it should be made variable. There are
many hotela in the country where little or no
assistance is employed and members of the
family do relieving duty in the bar. Where
members of the family are so employed, they
should not be compelled to register.

My, Angelo: It will not be expensive.

Mr. PICKERING: It should not apply to
them. There is also the question of occa-
sional licenses. It is ridiculons to provide
that when an oecasional license, which is
really an extension of the hours of business,
has been granted, the business under that
license cannot be transacted in the bar, Why
should not the bar be opened, when an ocea-
sional license is granted? Liquor served

Is not a counter lench a

[ASSEMBLY.]

under the privileges of such a license
should be served in the proper place and in
the proper way.

The Minister for Works: Have you seen
niuch bad behaviour in bars!

Mr. PICKERING: Regarding the license
reduction boar], this is one aspect of the
Bill which has my most sinecere support, De-
spite what the member for Kanowna (Hen.
T, Walker) said, I believe this is the best
torm of dealing with such a question. [ van
point to several places where reduetions
would be well merited; not in Busseton, he-
cause in that town during the summer months
we are unable to find suficient accommoda-
tion for visitors. I have had experience of
vigiting districts where there were no hoteis,
and I bave been compelied to leave some of
the filthy boarding-houses and sleep on wheat
stacks, to escape from the vermin and other
objections pertaining to them, Wherever we
go in this State and there are hotels decently
run, one can be sure of getting a clean bed
and a good meal; but where there is not a
good hotel, it is often impossible to get
either. The reduction board has been demon-
strated to work well in Vietoria and different
from the local option business, which gener-
gives the opposite effect to that desired.
TUnder local option, where fthere are most
hotels therc is no reduction, and where there
are few they go for reduction. For in-
stance, at Albany a fine hotel was recently
closed nnder Jocal option, and during the
coming summer this hotel will be very much
needed. It is ridiculous to cut out licenses
of this kind where they are really wanted
and leave a multiplicity of licenses where
some of them eould well be dispensed with.
Under the Licenses Reduction Aet in Vie-
toria, reduetions have been made where it was
most necessary and on just lines—where
the honses were poor in design, poor iu ae-
commodation, and poorly conducted. In my
opinion that is where this. board will serve
its purpose. While I agree with that, I do
not think the board should come inte opera-
tion until the expiration of the period for
which the last loeal option vote is supposed
to eontinue, that is to sny for three years.
A glight amemidment is required in that par-
tieular clause. We also require to provide &
new clause governing a special license very
necessary for this State for wine and spirit
rerchants. T understand that the licenses
under which they operate at prement will,
under this measure, he liable to forfeiture.
I do not think that is the intention,
It is necessary that a clanse be in-
troduced providing for a  license under
which wine and spirit merchants ean
trade, and T believe it is intended to
submit an amendment on those lines. Now
I come to the question of clubs. T think tha
legislation proposed to be enacted by this
measure is too drastic as regards clubs. T,
have had a good deal of experience of resi-
dential clubs, and of some of the leading
sporting clubs. When I refer to sporting elubs,
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T mean bowling, cricket, golf, tennis and
yachting clubs. As regards residential clubs,
it would not be fair to make the hours nine
to mine, It muost be borne in mind that a
regidential club provides accommodation for
members and regular meals, and is more or
less a hame to most members, whether they
reside there or nat. If there is to be any
change of honrs, it is only reasenzhie that
they should be made a little more liberal
than those outlined in this measure. I sup-
gest that the hours should be on week days
from 9 am. till 11,30 p.m. and on Sundaye
from 9 am. till 10 p.m.

The ATinister for Works: Would you apply
that te workiny men's clubs, too?

Mr. PICKERING: To any club, but T am
dealing more particularly with residential
cloby,  The great difficuity in eontrolling the
other elnhs which are non-residentinl clubs
is tho visitor. The visitor’s room of a resi-
deptial elub is open only from 9 am. till 9
p-m., and visitors cannot get a drink after
those hours and then only when intre-
duced hy n member from the club. On Sun-
days, visitors are not allowed to have drink
or the premises at all. Any self-respecting
club wonid be prepared to agree to legislation
whirh  wonld prevent visitors obtaining
liguor on the club premises except only be-
tween the hours I have mentioned. Tf the
measnre were framed on these lines, T think
suffici~nt reformation would be bronght into
all the clubs and snfficient restriction wonld
be plieed apon them. Another small amend-
ment i8 neceessary in the provision relating
to elubs and T think the Premier will agree
to it. The hour at which one is allowed to
invite a guest for dimner im stinnlated ag
7 pm., but most elubs dine from 6 to 6.30
pm., and it i3 ridiculous to provide 7 p.m.
for a mmest, These, briefly, are my views on
the measure. 1 weleome anything whiech will
bave a tendency to improve the liquor bus-
iness, It is ome that is outstanding in the
need for information, and I think 3 great
deal of reformation could be brought about
hy a more strict enforcement of existing leg-
iglation. When that legislation is so0 far em-
phasiced bv the amendments contained in this
Bill, T think the conduet of hotels and clubs
will be so much improved that they will cease
to be objectionable to the great majority of
people. T am not one of those who believe
in the effecting of moral reform by legisla-
tion. If we legislate in a reasonable way
and do not take extreme measures such ag
were suvgested by a former speaker, more
good will result from our legistation. I am
not an advoeate for the publican in any way,
but T wish to see in the passing of any such
measure that no injustice s done to any
section of the community. It must be borne
in mind that neople who oecupy public houses
are more or less in the capacity of servants
of the general travelling public. So long
as they carry on their business in a reason-
able wav—and I contend that, generally
speaking, a large majority of hotels in West-
ern Australia are carried oz well and reas-
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oablv—so long will they meet with the
favour of the general publie. Tt is not the
maderate drinkers who do any harm. It is
the abuse which causes the harm, and by
bringing bar attendants uwnder registration
and making them responsible for their ae-
tion in serving intoxieated people, we will
be going a long way towards wiping out the
abuse. T helieve it is the desire of people
who tun hotels to run them on decent Lines,
and it should be the desire of the House to
frame its legislation on such Tines as will
assist them in the proper zonduet of their
premises, T helieve this meagure will go a
long way in thia direetion and, if the Pre-
mier will only aceept the amendments indi-
cated which will bring him in a fair iucrease
of revenne te which I believe he is entitled,
it will place the trade on a botter footing
end lead to groat improvements. Of the
faet that the Covernment are entitled to a
larger share of the profits from this business,
there ean be no doubt, and on these aroundy
I support the second reading of the Rill,

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [9.54]: I
agree with the member for Kanowna (Hon.
T. Walker) that thie Bill is to a large extent
ill-considered, Not only in the clause men-
tioned by him, but in many other elauses, due
consideration for the gengral public has not
been given in the drafting of the Bill. The
member for Kanowna might have gone fur-
ther with regard to ome or two matters to
which he referred, how the conviviality of
drink brings a flush to the face and makes
onc start talking, but T have found other-
wise. Tgas an amateur fisherman, have found
that a little drop of lotion relieves the monot.
ony between bites. The hon. memher apoke
of what happens after one has had two
glasses. If ha were travelling on the North.
West coast he would know what happens after
two gin alings, but he dees not travel on that
coast. Then again he spoke about the effect
th_at aleohol has on one'’s lega; the eve, the
mind, the corpuseles; but one other effect he
has not mentionad, which waa iMustrated by
the mouse. A mouse in itg wanderings came
across a little drop of ram which had been
snilt, and, after Tanping up, stood on his hind
legs and exelaimed, ¢ Now trot eut vour ¢at.’’
These are some of the effects which the hen.
gentieman did not notice, Possivly he has
not gone so deeply into the question as some
other members of the Houyge. Asg regards the
Bz]'], there is no shadow of doubt that its
object is to colleet some revenue, Until the
Government show that they are going to deal
more economically with the money we are
pmwdulag at present, we ghonld be reluctant
to provide them with any more. However, I
may speak further on that snbject later. We
have been told that the trade and the allianee
have agreed to_several things. T wigh to enter

trade and the alliance comprise the whel
of Western Australia, Tt i3 trug that l:he;
make a tremendous noise. Talk about g motor
bieyele with a broken silencer, and the gy.
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haust eracked near the engine, it is noth-
ing to the noisec that these people make and,
in the midst of this noise, the general pub-
lic canpot get a word in edgeways. To-
night, being a ealm night, sinee the hon.
memwber for Kanowna has wsoue home, I de-
sire to endeavour to get in a few remarks
on behalf of the gencval publie. The trade
is no consideration to me. As regards the
consumption of aleohol, my experience is
that there sre various kinds of non-drinkers.
There are those so physically constituted that
they do not care about alechol; they simply
do not like it. Among such men are to be
found some of the broadest-minded in the
world. May I instavce the member for North-
East Fremantle (Hon, W. C. Angwin) and
the Minister for Mines. There are others
who are not drinkers, because they ecannot
take aleohol in moderation. 1f they take any
ot all they go right out. There iz one otlier
class who do not drvink, for the reason that
they are too mean to buy it, but they get
some cheap excitement by poking their noses
into other people’s business. Looking back
on the world’s history, we find that aleohe! in
some form has been drunk by humans as
far back as history gocs, The member for
Kanowna was right when he said that we
inherit this habit of drinking from our fore-
bears, We inherit it right back from the
Garden of Eden; I have no doubt that Adam
and Eve made cider out of the apples which
they should not have picked. But, taking
the world’s history for onr guidance, what
has become of the people who did not
drink alcohel, beeause their religion forbade
it? What has beeome of the Turks® Six or
seven hundred years age Turkey was the
dominating power of the world. Tt was the
firat great power to come through and use
artillery. It swapt through Asia, and al-
most through Europe. If non-drinking is
good, the Turks, being non-drinkers, ghonld
absolutely rule the world to-day. But where
are they? We drinkers are just now wiping
them off the map,

Mr. J. Thomson: Hear, hear!
should be wiped off, too.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: Yes.

Mr, J. Thomson: Al non-drinkers should,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: No doubt our fore-
fathers were hard drinkers, The oll vikings,
from whom we arc alleged to have sprung——

Mr. J. Thomson: And the Secoteh .

My, UNDERWOOD: Yes, the Scoteh; and
also the English with their beer and wine,
the Beotch with their whisky, and the Trish
with their potheen have formed the British
Empire, which haa spread over the wide
world. Do hon. members say that aleehal
is what is the matter with us? If aleohol
is what is the matter with ma, then we want
some more of it. Before zoing further om
that point, let me say that Nature has pro-
dueed aleohol most prolifieally. Searecly a
vegetable that prows but eontains aleohol,
And shall we say that Nature is wrong?
Ench prepared vepetable that we eat con-
taing aleohol, and in the couvrse of digestion

And they
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we distil that aleohol ont. Moreover, those
who do not take whisky eat a lot of lollics
and of sugar in other torms. In my opinion
it would be a genuine reform if we Austra-
lians  were  dissuadeld  from  takingr  drink
that is too strong. Avstralia, and Western
Australin  u particular, contain some ot
the finest grape-growing country in the
world,  We conld produce sufficient wine
ter the whole of the world. Instead of
huving  this  restrietive, annoying legisla-
tion, let us devote our time to inducing our
people to cultivate a taste for Australian
light wincs.

Mr, O'Loghlen: And light beers,

Mr, UNDERWQOD: Yes; light wines
and light beers in place of whisky, That
wonld be n genvine reform. But, unfortu-
nately, our wine seems to be a sort of out-
cast.  Wine can be aold in any shack or
hovel. When it comes to whisky or beer,
they have to be sold in a palatial strueture.
My opinion is that we should endeavour to
promote the consumption of Awustralian
wines to the utmost. In the memorandum
prefacing this Bill we are told that two or
three clanses follow the Vietorian Aet. Let
me repeat an axiom of the late Mr, Daglish,
that one cannot compare those things which
are not comparable, Victoria’s area is
86,000 square miles; Western Auvstralia’s is
973,000 square miles, or almost twelve
times as much as Victoria’s. There is no
part of Victoria that connot be reached in
a good motor car from Melbourne in a day.
There are parts of Western Aunstralia that
one eannot reach from Perth in less than
a fortnight. Then why attempt to follow
Vietorian legistation here? Again, on the
same point, we arc following Victorin’s
legistation as regards reduction of licenses,
In 1885 Vietoria, with its small area, had
4,339 licenses; in 1906, when its Aet came
into operation, it had 3,520. That number
has since been reduced to 2,155. In West-
ern Australia how many licenses have we?
Not 500 yet. As a matter of fact, instead
of tatking of following Vietoria in license
reduction, this country, if it is ever going
to be a country, must have more licenses—
and not fewer. I said that the Bill had
gsome good points. These, I feel sure, it
would be better to leave over until next
session. We are now within eight days of
closing; and a big reform measure requires
more than eight days for its consideration.
I would advise the Premier to get the

second reading through, possibly, and
then let the Bill stand over until
members have had full time to atudy

it and are thus in a position to try to bring
about the reforms which they think neces-
sary in the liquor traffic. The Bill says
that there shall be one licensing bench. 1
flo not desire to go into the clauses of the
Bill, but the idea of one lieensing Bill in
& country of 075,000 square miles is
positively absurd. I am sure that those
who drafted the Bill ecould never have
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thought of wuch places as, say, Hall's
Creek or Nullagine. , Furthermore, an hotel
is now wanted at Mundawindi. How can
one licensing hench look after all those far-
distaut places? I repeat that the object
of the Bill is taxation, The Premier bas
declared that the reason why he wants to
get the measure through this session is that
he may get more taxation. Let me remind
the House that the Minister for Education
has told the Legislative Council that if he
gets more taxation, he intends to spend it
on eduoeation, He has said that distinetly.
Allowing that the taxation to be raised
under this Bill is not going to be squand-
ered on that snare and delusion, the State
school commereial elauses—anybody whe
sends a boy to attend them is hindering the
boy's chances in -life—allowing that the
moiey is not to be squandered on that kind
of thing, I desire. nevertheless, to point out
the nnfairness of the proposed tax. Why
tax one section of the dommunity and let
another go free? Is this a tax of punish-
ment, or & tax to teach better manners? It
is utterly unfair to tax one scction only of
the community, We have stood this for a
long time, while hearing the member for
Kanowna speaking absut all the troubles
enused by aleohol, Quite right. But there
are more murders aml all sorts of bad
things being done in Ameriea now than
before Ameriea had prohibition,

Mis. Cowan: No!

Mr, UNDERWOOD : Yes. What about
Fom  Stapghter, and many more of them?
They are muovrdering one another for want
nf a drink. The member for Kanowna
speaks enthusinstically, one might say, and
he supports this taxation,

Mr, O'Loghlen: XNo, he does not.

Me. UNDERWOOD : The member for
Kanowna speaks as a tectotaller, for the
good of his fellowman; but in the mean-
time he is dodging a bit of taxation—there
iz no® shadow of doubt about that. Tf we
have prohibition, those who are asking so
lendly for it will find they will have to pay
a good hit more in taxation than they are
paving to-day. When it comes to the third
olass of teetotallers that [ mentioned, it
will hurt. Again, this fax comes not as an
ardicary tax, but as a tax on a tax, We
sre paving at least 30 per cent. taxation on
evervthing that the publican sells to-day.
The proposal of the Government is to put
% per cent. an that tax. The greatest think-
ers of the British Empire have lately heen
uttering warnings that we have come to
the limit of our taxing powers. Every
morping one may read in the newspaper a
warning of this nature addressed by some
able man to the people of the British Empire.
When we put a tax on a tax, we are coming
to the end of the tax-callector's perfeet day.
For the last six years have we been living
on loan wmoney, hundreds of millions of loan
money, and we have been taxing loan money.
Tu other words, we have been living by doing
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our ucighbours’ washing, but we have come
to the time when the garments are worn out,
and we have no more soap, and so we have to
start to produce somcthing genvive, A Gov-
ernment that can ouly go on taxing are going
to fail. It has been said in regard to this
tax that the Jederal Government take the
whole of it. But the Federal Government
are maintaining the crippled and wained
soldiers, il are entitled te some money for
that purpose. )

Me, Maun: Arve not the State Government
dving the same?

A, CNDERWOOD: Xe.

My, Mann: Certainly they are, .

Hon, W. C. Angwin: The Federal Govern-
ment are not doing much for the widows and
1aniilics of those killed. -

My, UNDERWOOD: They are doing all
that is being dene, To vome to this licenses
reduction board: The vote veceufly carried
was for eontinuance. We should take some
notice of the vote of the people. In face of
that wvote, why should the Government ap-
point a board to redure livenses? Where do
they get the demand from? Why, if we take
a vote, should we nof pay some attention
to it? [£ the people of Western Australia,
in the bulk, say that they do not desire a
reduetion ot lieenses, where is the demand
for a licenges reduoction board?

Mr. Johnston: Where the people voted re-
duction if has been carvied out.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Of course it has..
We know that where there are toe many
licenssd houses in a town, some of them
close of their own  veolition  without uny
lieensing rednetion board. Take the instance
of Menzies: There were in Menzies 13 hotela.
Thev were reduced to nine. Then, of the nine
hotelkeepers, three bought out the other six
ard elosed (ke six hotels. So out of 13 they
have come down to three, of their own voli-
tion. Why should we appoint a board to do
something which is being aceomplished with-
out that board?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: This onc per cent.
will only pay the cost of the board.

Mr, UNDERWOQOD: That is so. If you
want to know a town where there are too
many licensed houses, you will find a town
where some hotel hss been burnt down,

Hon, P, Collier: But that is reduction with
compensation,

Mr, UNDERWOOD: Where there are too
many hotels they elose themselves. We
should not attempt to tax people to pay for
a board, nor shonld we forec those other men
out of useful production, Because, with
every board appointed, with every man sent
around  inspecting  engines or sewing
machines, we are compelling men out of pro-
duetion, preventing them from producing.
We shoutd not multiply these boards. Only
the other day I remarked that we were then
appointing the 47th board for the session.
This one will be the 48th. T have always
had an ambition to o something that no-
body else has done. T have never becn able
to see my way clear to do it. Still, if we
are to go on appointing boards, the dav wifl
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come, perhaps, when I shall go down to pos
terity as the only Western Australian of my
time and generation who was not a member
of & board. Nobody who inquires or ob-
serves closely, will admit that there are too
many licensed houses in the metropolitan
area. When we come to the country dis-
tricts, I do not think any hon, member will
say that there is one hotel too many, at all
events not in districts along the railway liue.
If we appoint a licenses reduction board,
that board will not stultify itself, but will
endeavour to earn its pay. Where is it
going to reduce hotels? It witl only re-
duce them in those places where, if let alone,
the hotels will reduce themselves., I agree
that our hotels compare most favourably with
any in the Commonrwealth. I have travelled
over g good deal of Western Australia. I
have come to sidings where there are not
hotels. There is perhaps a ramshackle board-
ing-house, and a bit of a bough shed where
¥you cannot take a spoonful of food without
getting three fles. A man requires to have
an appetite like a rhinocerus to take his food
at all in auch ecircumstances, I have slépt
in an open railway truck, slept on a quartz
blow, because there was ne hotel in the
locality. As soon as & hotel is erected, a
man can go along with a shilling or two and
be catered for, provided with a bed, and even
be awakened when his train is going. Most
certainly a hotel at a country station serves
a good purpose. Those who talk about clos-
ing hotels should have some experience of
sidings where no hotels exist. Then they
would not talk so much about the rlosing
of hotels.

Mr. J. Thomson:
it.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: That is so.
hours of opening and closing,
ning——

Hon, P, Collier:
question also.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Tt is, yes. I have
looked through the figures and I find that in
Western Auwustralia the consomption has not
decreased with the decrease in hours. That is
absolutely eorrect. T find from the figures
that the consumptien in Victoria, where the
hotels close at six, has not been reduced.
That is to say, the peeple are consuming
just as much on the nine to nine scheme and
the nine to six scheme as they were consum-
ing on the plan of 6 a.m. to 11.0 p.m. There-
fore all that the restriction of hours does
is to inconvenience some people. It has also
an influence in the dircetion of induecing
pedple to take aleoholic liquors into their
homes. 8till it has not decreased consump-
tion, and if it has not done that, why in-
convenience people for a mere fad?

Me. MaeCallum Smith: It has decreased
the number of cages in the police court.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I do not think that
is correct.

Mr, MaeCallum Bwith:
of Police says so.

Mr. UNDERWQOD: No matter. In re-
gard to the nine to nine, we find in the

They know nothing about

As to the
nine to

That is a geographical

The Commissioner
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Bill a clause which provides that ouly bona-
fide lodgers may consume liquor in a hotel
atter hours. We also diseover am extraor-
dinary provision that if any person is found
on licensed premises during prohibited hours,
it will be conclusive evidence against the
licensee of a breach of the Act. O may put
this up: We lo0 not go to sleep at 9 pap,
we do pot go to bed at that hour

Mr. J, Thomnson: Teetotallers do.

Mr. UTNDERWOOD: Teetotallers de not.
Muppose I were to go to Marble Bar, I have
to stay at the hotel there. A number of
prople want to speak to me. After 9 o'clock,
or on a Sunday, I have to go and sit on the
kerbstone and have a yarn with them. Is
there any sense in that? Take those people
living resident in some of the hotels. After
9 o'cloek are they not to be allowed to have
a friend to talk to?

Mr. Johnston: Or a visitor?

Mr, UNDERWOOD: Could not a friend
come into their hotel? If a friend of some
resident of the Savoy Hotel were found in
the top storey of that house after 9 o’clock,
it woull Le c¢onclusive cvidence against the
licensee,

Mrs. Cowan: Oh no!

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Oh, yes. There is the
Bill. This is a truly extracrdinary clause.
May T ask why is this put in? What are we
afraid of? We put in this clavse in the fear
that some evil citizen will get a nip of whisky
or & pot of beer, I know it would be awful
if he did! Of course the Premier will ad-
vance the argument that we must have strin-
gent conditions, or wé cannot administer the
Act. The answer to that is that the legisla-
tion is opposed by at least a very large
minority of the people. To be obeyed, an
Act must be in aceordance with the views of
o big majority of the people. This measure
is not in accordance with the views of a big
majority. There is the diffieulty in adminis-
tering it. If, however, we find an Aet diff-
cult to admmlster we find an Act opposeﬂ
by at least a very large minority of the com-
munity.

Hou. P. Collier: That is why they do not
put their gambling laws into operatmn

Mr. UNDERWOOD: That is so. There is
in the Bill a ¢lause which says that unlawful
games shall not be played on licensed pre-
mises. Of course they are not allowed to he
played anywhere.

Hon, P, Collier: No, becanse they are un-
lawful, thev are proseribed. It is in the Code.

Mr, UNDERWOQOOD: Unlawiul games are
aot allowed to be played. T should say not.
[n regard to local option, it would be better
to atrike it out. If we want a vote, let us
take a vots on ‘‘drink or mo drink,'’ over the
whole State. Loeal option does not work ount
evenly. It ia all a question of what i3 local.
Many people living in the vicinity of hotels
vote continuance, while others who Live re-
mote from any hotel vote for reduction.

Hon. P. Collier: There again you are
Tonning counter to your argument respecting




[13 Decemses, 1921.]

the remote parts of the State.
not Perth vote Marble Bar dry?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Marble Bar will take
the risk. In vegard te bona-fide travellers,
because ten or, twelve or perhaps 100 people
travel from Perth to Claremont, or from Fre-
mantle to Claremont, on Sundays to get a few
pots of beer——

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The railways require
revenue, do they not?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Because of those few
pecple, many genuine travellers are.to be
denied.

Mr. J. Thomson: Oh, no.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: But oh, yes. If the
hon member thinks that, let us strike it out.

Homn. P. Collier: In any case, that is what
the Bill states.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Generally speaking,
wa are told this has the suppoert of the hotel-
keepers. The Premier says that that is the
position, but that is the voice of the hotel-
keepers of Perth who do no trade. Leave
them out of it altogether, and 1, as a man
who has travelled to a very considerable ex-
tent, can say that it has often happeised that
I have come to places where I honestly de-
sired to legitimately get a drink, I think
provision should be made whereby I could get
the drink which I so much desired.

Mr. J. Thomson: Yon cannot get it at
Claremont.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I would not have
one at Claremont if T could.

Mr. MacCallum Smith: What about trying
the water tap?

Mr. UNDEEWOOD: Coming to the ques-
tion of c¢lubs, I have always believed in eo-
operation and I regard a club as a sample of
co-operation. In eclabs, we cut out the mid-
dleman and we provide for what realiy
amounts to our own private house. It has
been suggested that the police are not allowed
into clubs. I think that is a good point.
They are not allowed in, but it is not neces-
gary for them to get in. Clubs will not re-
tain members who do not know how to behave
themselves, It is a question of reliev-
ing the police rather than a question of
them entering <lubs. There i3 one other
point regarding billiard tables. We are told
that we must not play billiards in a licensed
place after 9 o’clock, but we ecan play bil-
liards on other licensed premises until 11
o’clock. People do not go to bed at 9 o’clock.
We find oceupations of one description or
another to employ us after 9 o’eclock. That
being =0 why should we not be able to have
a game of billiards? I hope the member for
West Perth (Mrs. Cowan) -will tell us why
young men should not be allowed to have a
game of billiards after 9 o’clock,

Mrs, Cowan: That is not prevented under
the Bill

Mr. UNDERWOOD:
lowed to play 'in billiard rooms attached to
Licensed premises after 9 o’cloek. The only
places in many country districts where there
are billiard tables are the local hotels. We
have been told by various people that we

Why should

They are not al-,
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must not drink after 9 o’clock. We mush
not be on the streets, for that is bad; we
must not go to the picture shows, for that,
too, ia bad. Judge Burnside said we must
not mess about with women, The Minister
for Edueation has endorsed that remark and
I hope that someone, who is going to clear
all this uvp, will tell us what we can do
after 9 o 'clock.

Capt. CARTER (Leederville) [10.34]:
After hearing the member for Pilbara (Mr,
Underwood) and the member for Kanowna
{Hon. T, Walker) T am reminded that we are
pot disecussing a new problem but one which is
age-long. As an illustration of that, and of
the widely differing opinions which have ob-
tained through the centuries on this great
subject, which I believe iz one of the great
problems of the Empire to-day I would
quote two of the greatest aunthorities—one
the greatest and the other very near to him—
in English literature. We can well liken
them to the two opposing champions in this

House. Samuel Johnson said, ‘‘Claret
is the liquor for boys, port for men,
but he who oaspires to be s hero
must drink brandy.’’ I will liken Samuel
Johnson to the member for  Pilbara.
Shakespeare said, ‘‘For in my youth,
I never did apply hot and Trebellious

liquors in my blood.’”’ I liken Shakespeare
to the member for Kanowna. Each champion
has given us a totally different view of the
one subject. We must realise that the Gov-
ernment have brought down at least ‘some
measurc of answer to wihat the people have
been requesting during the past few years.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The people did not ask
for the imposition of & per cent.

Mr. MeCALLUM: They asked for State
control of hotels. What about that?

Capt. CARTER: If hon. members are go-
ing te quibble on points and take me up on
clauges, which we have not yet reached, it
will be wiser for me to sit down. We are
at the second reading stage of the Bill and I
intend to hold the floor while T am up. 1
do not want to be drawn off to a subject
I am not ready to discuss at present. My
opinion on the whole subjeet is that until
we get proper administration of measures on
the Statute-beok, we will never have any di-
rect reform. The present Act has not been
properly administered. We have repeated evi-
dence throughout the State that the Police
Department or the Government have not agd-
ministered the Act in the way it should have
peen administered. In the measure before
the House, we have a distinct advanee in
legislative powers regarding this problem.
On the hustings, I said I was out
for reform and I 1laid down certain
measures to be adopted which, I believe,
would prove beneficial. One was the intro-
duetion of the Victorian system of a licens-
ing board. I am glad to see that the Gov-
ernment have embraced, to some extent at
least, the Victorian principle which has been
g0 long in operation in that State and the
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results of which have been excellent, The
actual machinery set up, as diselosed in the
haadling of problems there, show that there
has been a considerable improvement on what
we have bad in past years

Hon, W, C. Angwin:  What better ecoull
you have’ than the voice of the people?

(tapt. CARTER: The working of the
Victorian Dbouard has appealed to me and its
application shonld appeal to every member
of the House. 1 am not giving my opinion.
but I will read the opinion expressed by Sir
John Quick in his history of the **Victorian
Liguer and Lwocal Option Hours Consoli-
dated.”” He says:

It must be admitted that in their tall
extent and when brought together and pre-
sented in a readable and rational form, the
Victorian liquor laws are remarkahle for
their compreliensiveness; theiv  senrching
and far reaching character; the severity of
penalities for contraventions of the Act;
their design to maintain owder and re-
sponsibility on licensed premises; their de-
termination to suppress drunkenmess; to
prevent trading in Hquor during unauthor-
1sed hours and on Sundays; the reduction
of lonrs of trading on week days from
11.30 o’clock at night to 6 p.m. and from
6 aum. to 9 aan; their’ provision for the
aholition of unnecessary licenses amd the
closing of disorderly houses through tiwe
sapervision of a competent RBoard, In all
these matters, the Vietorian liguor laww
dre, in some resperts novel, thoroughly up-
to-late, and cqual, if not superior, in efii-
cieney, to those of any other British eom-
munity.

Hon. W. . Angwin: Are those provisions
enforced there?

Capt. UARTER: Yes. I trost we will
hear a lot more about that licensing bhoard
during the discussion on the Bill, becanse
if we go into that matter further, members
will realise what beneficial results have
accrued from its operations. This board
was in sole control from 1906 to 1916. In
these 10 years it did work which proved its
value,

Mr. Munsie: Can that board reduee
licenses where the vote has been for con-
tinwance ?

Capt. CARTER: Mr. Speaker, I will not
be cross-examined on the Victorian Act. T
am taking a legal opinion in the broader
general sense, an opinion which has more
weight than many of those expressed in
this Chamber. In discussing the measure
before us, however, I think T am justified
in pointing out that the Vietorian board
has been so successful that it was eonsti-
tuted the sole reduction machinery from
1906 to 1916. The same authority farther
stated:—

It was eventvally decided to suspend
the operation of the local option reduc-
tion clauses of the Avct, preserving the
Incal option increase clanses for a period
of 10 vears, and in the meantime to vest
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the task of closing hotels in a board to
Le known as the lHeenses reduvtion hoard,
consisting of three members. . . . The
work of reduction was te be carried on
from vear to vear, and the annunl redue-
tion was limited to the amount available
for compensation. This work of the board
was to continue until the end of the vear
1916, when a new scheme of loeal option
wus to come into operation without peti-
tiony, by automatic procedure in every
livensing district on the otcasion of each
wuceeeding general election. . . The
licenses reduction hoard performed its
duties with judgment and suecess, Tn
pursuanee of the mandate imposed by the
legislature it provecded with its business,
and in each year of its career hotels were
closed to the full extent of the funds
available and within the limits of the
law.

That to me sounds like a very high compli-

ment to the system contained in the Bill
before vs io-night. Tt went a great deal
further with its accompanying powers than
did an'v other similar legislation in the his-
tory of Victoriu,
The Licensing Act of 1916 introduced
important changes in matters of admin-
istration and jurisdiction. The whole ot
the licensing work was centralised under
one control. , , , It incrensed the penal-
{ies for violating licenging liquor laws.
It mode it an offence either to drink
liquor or to allow lignor to be drunk on
vertain unlicensed premises such as cafes,
restaurants avd oyster saloons on Bunday
or during prohibited hours. It regulated
the conditiong unrder which liquor might
be served with meals on liceused premises
or in elubs during Sundays or within pro-
hibitedl hours. [t provided for the regis-
tration of persons peviously employed as
barmaids, apd probibited the employ-
ment of new barmaids after a certain
time limit.
The method of the distribution of taxation
revoived under its measures was:—
The total receipts for the year ended 3uth
Jnne. 1919, were £164,134, exclusive of
the sum of £10,207 in hand from-the pre-
vious vear. This made the total in the
fund £174341, This fund is subjeet to
the following permanent chavges:—(1)
('ost and expenses of administration; (2}
Anpual  paywents to  municipalities
amonnting to about £69321;-—
1 emphasise that these payments were made
to municipalities and not to the Govern-
ment. Tt was not a revenue measure from
the Government point of view—
(3) Annual payments to the polive super-
annuation  fund  amounting to  about
£23,000 per vear; and (4) Compensation
to owners aud licensees of ¢losed hotels.
it will be seen that this was not a revenne
Bill from the point of view of the Govern-
ment in any sense of the word, although
the loeal governing bhodies in whose dis-
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tricts it operated took certain benefits to
the tune of £69,000, That is fairly solid
proof of the value of the system upon which
the Bill now before ws is modelled, and I
congratulate the Premier or having put
forward an honest attempt at reform. The
Bill is an answer to the voice of publie
opinion, There are only one or two
features of the Bill which I intend to dis-
cuss. They are the vote and its scope, the
application of the lhiours to the whole of the
State, the bona fide traveller, the registra-
tion of bar attendants, the sale of liquor
in ¢lubs and the penalties for violation of
the Aet. Tn the first place the vote is a
question peculiarly belonging to the people.
1 said I favoured the handling of this ques-
tion by the whole of the people, and I stand
te-day by what T said on the hustings. This
question should be handled by the whole of
thke people. We have compulsory enrolment
to-day aund I think our Electoral Act is in-
complete nntil we amend it by adding com-
pulsory voting. With the compulsory vote
foreing the people to take an interest in
this question—this is a people’s question,
a question whirh wilely affects the whole
of the people and not a part of the people—
the people wounld bLe brovght face to face
with the question and, with the compulsory
vete, T am in favour of the simple majority.
I believe that the whole of the people de-
ciding the question in this way would give
us, as lerislators for the people, A much
better amd sounnder idea of what is requiredd
in rhe way of veformation. [ do not believe
that either side, extreme in their views,
should handle this question. One member
said he spoke on behalf of the general com-
munity, and he aecused the trade on the one
hand and the Temperance Alliance on the
oiier hand of making all the noise.
This might be true to a certain extent, but
1 believe every member of the Houde will
agree with me that the people of the State
and the Empire realise to-day that some-
thing definite should be done in the way of
reformation. T am not a prohibitionist. T
de not stand for a complete wiping out of
this evil which is so much a part of our
Empire. Even as it is—and one illustration
wag given in this House to-night—it is of
such a nature that we cannot cut it off root
and hranch without doing some damage and
leaving some great scar in its place. T be-
lieve it would be more equitable and fairer
to cvervboldy if the question were handled
by the whole of the people and the legislation
of reformation were brought in along the
tires of this Bill, either more definite or less
definite as this House will decide, and so the
goal of finality would be reached. The ap-
plieation of the vote to all licenses is a big
stoep in the right direction. T was strongly
criticised for my attitude as regards the
sciling of wine n the wine saloons in this
city, T made the statement and T repeat it
to-night, advisedly, too, beeause T know it
is true, fhat one can go into practically any
part of the more populous streets of our eity
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aud find there little holes of places—where
one wounld probably be refused a license to
sell tea and cakes—dealing in strong drink
and handling wines over the eovater. In
many cases it is not legitimate wine which is
sold, but a form of pinky which is highly
dangerous to those who drink it, The unfor-
tunate part of it is that the principal devotee
of such places generally seems to be a
woman who iz ashamed to go to a hotel.
It is remarkable what a number of women
frequent these places. The people shounld
have a vate in the handling of wine licenses
in the same manner as they have in the hand-
ling of hotel licenses and this should apply
to every form of license mentioned in the
statute-book. This is a big step in the right
divection, and I hope that the law as it even-
tually reaches the statute-book will show that
speeial attention has been paid to the hous-
ing of wine licenses and to their reduction,
and to dealing with what T ecall the beer
shop, places which are nothing mere or less
than an avenue of beer, where no aceommo-
dation may be obtained, where one counld
not get a bed for the night if he paid £3
—there arve places of this kind in the city
not many miles  from  Parliament House
—and where the licensce is not earrying out
the obligatious of the Act. The peaple should
de-ide on every license in every  distriet.
There is another matter which has been dis-
cusged a preat desl by all of us no doubty
in trams and trains, and that is the inclu-
sion of the club. [ am a ¢lub man myself
and belong to a elub whieh is made up of
returned men, and which consumes by many
times less liguor than any other ¢lub in the
city. T have bern told by the secretary of
the club that to include that institution in
this Bill will mean its extinction. T have
formed my own opinion of this matter. If
that club is going to make its bulwark the
salg of liguor, and the one foundation on
whieh it stands also the sale of liquor, this
elub must take with its bulwark and founda-
tion the responsibility of a license. Clubs
ghould be included within the taxation pro-
posals whatever they are, and should be
placed on the same basis as hotels. We
shonld try and balanée equity with our judg-
ment.  That partienlay case is one which
we should give cousideration to all parties.
Take St. George’s-terrace and the lhotel
at the corner of William-street and the ter-
race. The c¢lub to which 1 belong is in St
George's House, There is another elub in
Viking House and another a few yards
along the terrace. There are clubs all around
us, At 9 o'cleck, the law says, the hotel
on the corner must close. The Act, how-
ever, says that clubs may remain open until
11 o’clock. Many elubs remain epen much
longer. The fact that they do wnot openly
remain open does not alter the position that
drinking goes on there. Tn many cases these
clubs are paying, in comparison with the
man at the corner, a peppercorn rental, and
~et after hours are taking from his avennes
of revenue, That is an argument whieh va-
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answerable from the point of view of him
who says that clubs should be exempt from
this particular elause. I do mnot say that
one license, or one form of license, should
have special bepefits over amother. Take
the case of a district voting reduction, a dis-
triet in which the only hotel is closed. That
hotel with its buildings might be worth
£3,000, and with the license worth £3,000,

Direetly the hetel is closed and de-
licensed an  applieation comes in from
a club, which has suddenly sprung up,

and it duly receives a license. Because of the
vete in that district this license immediately
becomes more valuable than it ever was he-
fore, and the property becomes worth £6,000
or £7,000, 1t is unfair that a club should he
given any loophole into which it may place its
feet to rise by unfair means above any other
form of license, With regard to hours, T
believe that the levelling of the applieation
of hours all over the State is a good thing,
and is a step in the right direction. Gold-
fields membera will probably urge that their
people work hard, and in a harder elimate.
We have to Jook at the question
broadly and from the point of view of equity.
We are legislating for the State, and must
regard the framing of laws in a broad semse,
We have been told that the Act will bring
ruin to many men in the trade. Tt is unfair
that men operating in one district should
have either longer hours or a lower tax than
others. We must not diseriminate in the ap-
plication of this Bill to individuals or indi-
vidual districts. One of the most pleasing
features-of the Bill is the passing out of the
bona-fide traveller. That is the individual
with a thirst as deep as a spring and a com-
science as void of fairness, homour, and re-
speetability as ome conld possibly have. I
am referring to the man who is not a bona-
fide traveller but an illicit bona-fide travelier.
He has been on the scene too long and must
go. I believe the voice of the people is loud
against him., The publie do not want him
and our women do not want him. Qur police
magistrates and our courts do not want him,
neither does the honest trader. I am pleased
that the Premier has put this person in his
place. The member for Pilbara (Mr. Under-
wooil) says that ‘*a hundred or two’’ men go
from Perth to Claremont on Sundays for
their drinks. I should like to know how
many acteally do go. We have seen what has
happend at Cottesloe, and what opetated
against the Brighton Hotel on the Perth-
Fremantle-road, namely the disgusting be-
haviour of those people who jonrmeved from
Perth in order to get their skin full of heer.
The man who deliberately set himself out to
break the law for the sake of heer has a
vision no wider or deeper thau the pot from
whirth he drinks. He should be looked after
by Statuate if he cannot take care of himself,
The question ~f the registration of bar at-
tendants is a serioua one, This is a reform
which most people want. There has been g
great deal too much laxity in the past in re-
gard to it. There are many evils attending
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the sale of liquor which have come about
through the persopality of the bar attend-
ants,. We have many proofs of thai state-
ment in the police court, and we should have
very liftle difficulty about making up our
mindg on this point.

Mr, MeCallum: Will the registration of
bhar attendants alter the position?

Capt. CARTER: Where there las once
been a conviction no second opportunity
ghould be afforled of deing wrong. The bar
attendants whe break the laws showld lLe de-
licensed at once.

Hen. W, C. Angwin: For carrying out the
instructions of their employers?

Capt. CARTER: It is a serious question
and threatens the livelibood of many decent
women. I cannot see why women should be
asked to handle this trade. Another reasen
for objeeting to their employment in this
regard is that their presence leads many a
voung drinker upon the downward path
where ultimately he may strike a reef and
become a wreck. I am not speaking as a
wowzer or a kill-joy. Hotel bars can be run
much better under decent men than they can
be under women., I do not think that is the
proper place for wonien. I hold stromg
ideals with regard to penalties for the viola-
tion of the law. I want to see the Act ad-
ministered. On the Notice Paper I have the
following amendment: ¢¢12. Section 64 of
the prineipal Act iz pmended by adding
thereto the following paragraph: ‘(a) No
license shall be granted or renewed or trans
ferred to any person who has at any time
theretofore been convicted as a licensee, and
whose license has been declared forfeited
under Section 139 or Section 141, nor shall
any license be granted or renewed for any
premiges of which such person is or may be-
come the owner, landlord, lessee, or pro-
prietor, or in which, or in the bunsiness
carried on or to be carried on upon which
permises he has or may have any legal
ot equitable share or interest whatsoever.’ '’
That clavse is worded as tightly as I can
have it worded, for this reasom, that too
often nowadays men whoe have lost their
license, have forfeited it for some possibly
flagrant misdemeanour, are apain in posses-
sion of a license, or even of licenses. There
are to-day men holding more than one
license, I want to get at the taxation returns
of men in charge of hotels, so that we can
find out whether the dummy who runs the
hatr]l ra George Brown is putting in income
tax returng as ‘‘George Brown, hotel pro-
prietor.’”” I want to know exactly what
peaple are holding licenses in thix State.
The trade itself . will greatly benefit iff
persons of the class T have in mind are elim-
irated from it, Further, T wonld make a
similar provision apply to owners of hotels,
to licensed managers, and attendants, as well
as dummies. The penalties right through
the prineipal Aect are, at least in my opinion,
somewhat inadequate. The penalty or re-
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fusing entertainment is one which the board
would no doubt be quick to take aetion for,
One of the most striking featurea of the
book which I have before me is the statement
that all over Victoria, despite what has been
said here to-night, there is a marked and

solid improvement in the aceommodation
houses. Buildings have been greatly im-
proved. The proprietors of many hotels

were informed that unless they were pre-
pared by a certain date to spend ecertain
amounts in improving their premises, In
accordance with plans to be submitted to
the board, they would be delicensed.
is a step in the right direction. We have
no time for the hotel with ten barmen, but no
hedrooms for the travelling public. -An hotel
in future must be an hotel in the best sense
of the term. Under the existing Act the
penalty for refusing accommodation to trav-
ellers i3 £20, which seems to me a were play-
ing with the question. A failure to comply
with the Aet in that respeet should be a
matter for forfeiture of the license. Not
much toleration should be shown to the hotel-
keeper who trades after hours. The existing
penalties are £50 for a first offence, and
£100 for subsequent offences, There is no
excuse whatever for trading after hours,
which is a symptom of the grab-all spirit
that has permeated a section of the liguox
trade, to the detriment of the trade as a
whole, and to the disgust of the community.
Selling liquor on Sundays is another matter
in respect of which the penalties requirg
revision. At present they are £50 for a
first offence, and £100 for subsequent
offences. No doubt the Bill will be altered in
these respects during the Committee stage.
I desire to touch on one aspect which has
already ben mentioned, by, I think, the mem-
ber for Kanowna (Hon. T. Walker). The
watching of law-breaking hotels involves
the maintenance of a staff of plain clothes
constables at considerable cost. They are to
be seen all day Sunday riding around the
suburbs of Perth in couples on their bhicy.
cles, looking for law-breakers. I would
make the penalty of such a nature that the
law-breaker would uot desire to be caught
a second time. At present the selling of
liquor to persons under age involves a pen-
alty of £20. That is altogether too low.
The obtaining of liguor by young persons is
notoriously an avenue of drunkenmess. The
Children’s Court tells a sorry tale of what
evil is being wrought in this State to-day
by liquor in the home and by liquor pur-
chagsed by juvéniles. I congratulate the
Premier on the introduction of the BiN,
which I consider represents many steps in
the right direction. Not even the extremists
on cither side ean fairly cavil at the Bill
as a Bill. Aeccordingly I support the second
reading.

Mr. J. H. SMITH (Nélson) [11.6]: I
move—

That the debate be adjourned.

That
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Motion put, and a division taken with the
following result:—
Ayes .. ‘. - .. 15
Noes . . .. 25

.

Majority against .. 10

AYES,

Y. Angwin Mr, Munsle

Mr. Chesson Mr. Simons

Mr. Colller Mr. J, H Smith
Mr, Heron Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. Lambert Mr. Underwood
Mr. Latham Mr. Wllson

Mr, Lutey Mr, O'Loghten

Mr. McCallum (Teller.)

Noed,

Mr. Angelo Mr. H. K. Maley
Mr. Boyland Mr. Mann

Mr, Broun Sir James Mltchell
Mr. Carter Mr, Mooey

Mrs, Cowan Mr. Plekering

Mr. Davles Mr. Piesse

Mr. Denton . Mr. Sampeon

Mr, Durack Mr., J. M. Smith
Mr. George Mr. Stubbs

Mr, Glbsen Mr. Teesdale

Mr, Harrlson Mr, A. Thomson
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Mullany
' Mr, Johnaton (Tetier.)

Motion thus negatived.

Mr. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [11.10]: So
contentious a Bill as this ought not to be
digeussed at so late a stage in the session.
Nevertheless, T am prepared to speak to it
until 6 o’clock to-morrow morning if neces-
sary. [ am the only licensed victualler in the
Chamber, so far as I know,

Mr. MacCallum Smith: What about Mr,
Johnston?
Mr. J. H. SMITH: I am no longer &

licensed victualler, but T am the only mem-
ber who knows the Licensing Act from A
to Z. It is wrong to bring down such a
Bill as this at so late & stage in the session.
I have been told that one part of the Bill
has emanated from the licensed victuallers
and another part from the wowser element,
and that in consequence the Premiér is he-
tween the devil and the deep sea. I will
support the second reading, but I hope to
have a great deal to say in Committee. I
want the light of day to be shed upon the
Liquor trade, with which I have been actively
connected for 15 years, 1 have done more
for various struggling sections of the com-
munity than have all the- often termed
wowzers in Western Australia.  Why the
Premier should cndeavour to place on
the shoulders of one section such heavy
taxation, passes my understanding. The
trade is paying £37,000 per annum in license
fees. I sympathise with the Premier, but
why does he not take the direct ecourse and
belt into the Federal Government? Why
increase the taxation on the liquor trade from
£37,000 to £140,000 in one year? The trade
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cannot stand it. The men in the business,
big-hearted men, cannot possibly pay. XNev-
ertheless, a majority of the House just now
voted against the adjournment of the de.
bate. I wanted to get the adjournment as
a protest against the Bill being brought
down so late in the session. 1f the Bill
should pass this Chamber, T am sure, and the
Premier is yure, that another place will serap
it. It is fareieal to be debating such a Bill

so late in the session. TIf the Premier
wanta to derive more from license fees,
why does he not license  evervbody,

in the community! Why should some peo-
ple be allowed to sell lollies and spot lager

without a license ? Why allow Boan's,
Foy’'s, and other big firms to sell
Sedna—we have put a stop to that

now—why does not the Premier license
all  those people! Foy'’s, Bon Marché
and other places are selling silk stock-
ings, silk skirts, gilk blouses, silk camisoles,
and the like at a profit of more than 100
per cent. Why docs not the Premier say,
‘“We are going to license you to sell those
luxuries, and charge you a stiff licens-
ing fee'’? Although the licensed victnal-
lers profess to be up against the Bill,
we must have consideration for all those
men who belong to clubs., C(lubs in the
first instance are co-operative inustitutions
condncted for the convenience of their
members, who are supplied with liguor at
a minimum cost. Why should the Premier
try to close clubs at 9 o’clock, which would
be their death kuell?

Mr. Teesdale: Did vyou support the clubs
when you had a ljceuse!

Mr. SMITH: Of conrse.

Mr. Teesdale: That is rather peculiar.

Mr, SMITH: XNot for me, I am a broad-
minded democrat.

Mr. Mann: What abent the man who
eannot afford to belong to a club?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: If one eonsumes but
a small quantity of lignor in 12 months, it
will pay him to helong to a elub, where he
will get good liguor at a minimum cost.
That is why I snpport clubs. I will vote
for the second reading.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Why!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Because T believe that
if we get the Bill into Commitree, we shall
be able to expose its defects, and make
the Premier so disgusted with it, that he will
be prepared to drap it. I regret execedingly
that the Premier has seen fit to bring in a
measure of this description, when he must
be aware that there is no possibliity of it
heing passed by another place.

Mr. A. Thomson: Have you counted
heads?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: XNo. The member for
Wost Perth (Mrs. Cowan) is always quoting
the Bible in this Chamber. She  has re-
ferred to that part in which it is stated it is
not right for man te be alone. [f she had
proceeded a little further, she would have
found another passage which refers to tak-
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ing a little wine for the stomach’s sake.
Beer, Mr. Speaker, has resulted in much of
the development of the bhrawn and muscle
of Anstralia. Whisky and spirits, I elaim,
are absolutely the elixir of life. One has only
to look around the Chamber amd see hon.
members, to know that this is so. It passes
my understanding why the Premier should
attempt to pass sueh a measare a few days
before Christmas.

The Premier: Tt is a very simple Bill.

Mr. Lambert: So are some of your sup-
porters!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: At this period of the
vear we hear expressions of goodwill be-
twen men and women. Why should the Pre-
mier try to separate ng by bringing forward
a question like this, Why atfempt to impose
taxation on a section of the community
whose largeness of heart i3 recognised
by all, These men pay large amounts
in income tax and are’ always putting their
hands in their pockets in support of charit-
able efforts. Appeals come forward for
Christmas cheer, Who is it gives to these
appeals? Is it the individual whose stomach
does not protrude? These men who have an
interest in this trade and who enjoy their
liqguor are the men who have huilt up Aus-
tralia, T was sorry I interjected when the
member for Kanowna (Hon. T. Walker) was
speaking and T appreciate the fact that by
my interjection, T did not bolster up my
ease.

Mr. Lambert:
up by speaking.

Mr. Y. H. SMITH: In oany case, I am
holstering up more than can the member for
Coolgardie. I was elected as a licensed
victualler and T feel very jealous of their
interests at the present time.

Mr. Teesdale: You got out in time,

Me. J. H, SMITH: I protest against this
particular section of the ecommunity being
taxed to the enormous extent proposed. [t
is interesting to note what the (‘ommonweatth
Government get from Western Australia in
connection with the liguor trade. T think it
is the fault of Parliament and of the Govern-
ment that we have not songht to remedy that
position. The Premier started to fight the
(‘ommonweaith Government over another mat-
ter a little while ago, but he dropped his
bundle and he let the Federal authorities
go on with the bnsiness. If the Premier likes
to stand up and fight, e will have every
member with him, I have some figures re-
garding the Federal collections from West.
ern Australin dealing with the year ended
30th Jupe, 1921. These show that the Customs
collections from heer amounted to £3,804,
from wine £4,403, and from spirits £138,042,
Regarding exeise duty for the same period,
the collections totalled £448,363 in connec-
tion with beer, which, it should be remem-
hered was made in Western Anstralia, and
on gpirits £51,064 was collected. Dealing

You are not belstering it
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with wine, this is an industry that requires
assistance in Western Australia, For every
8ix acres under vines, the services of ¢me maun
are required. Towards the world’s wine sup-
plies, Australia produces about 16 million
gallons of wine per year; Framee produces
some 1,300 million gailons; Ttaly 950 million
gollons and  Spain 630 million gallons.
It must have beeu some ontlandish theorist
who advised the Premier to go on with
these proposals. The spirits which have to
be wsed to fortify our wines are to be fur-
ther taxed. This proposal is extremely ill-
advised. T could go on quoting various
<lauses and showing that it would not be in
the best intcrests of the State to adopt
them. Tt is only a little time since a vote
of the people was taken on the question of
the reduction of licenses. \Wherever redue-
tion was carried, the board have sat and
the reductions have been made. Yet, on
top of that, the Government now seek to
ignore the people’s voice hy placing this
Bill en the statute-book. I do not believe
it is the wish of the Premier to have the
measure passed in its present form. I be-
lieve his advisers were in the wrong

Mr. Lambert: Why not let the Premier
take the blame?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: T do not think he
understeod the position. He proposes that
the livenses reduction board should come
into aperation from the lst Jawnary next,
notwithstanding the vote whiech was re-
cently taken and given effeet to. T trust
the PPremier will reconsider this point, If
the trade desired the introduction of such

a measure as this, the fact is unknown to.

me. § am a free lance in other walks of
life just as T am in Parliament. 1 can sayv
and do exactly whatever I think is best in
the interests of the country. I support the
second reading of the Bill. 1 deplore the
fact that my motion for the adjourament
of the debate was not carried. If necessary
I could speak on this subject for another
three hours. The Leader of the Oppesition
has only to give me the wink and I will
do so.

Hon. P, Collier: Tt is quite unnecessary.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: If necessary, I could
start from the point where a pint of beer
costs 4d. and trace it to the point where it
is sold at 64,

ton. W. €. Angwin: Save the time of the
Committee and vote against the sececond
reading.

. Mr. J. H. SMITH: I do not wish to do,

that.t I am mnot in the least ashamed
of my late ecalling; 1 am proud of
it for it has Dheen legalised by Parliament.
If [ voted against the second reading, how-
ever, some of our wowserish erities would
contend that T did so in order to prevent
the detailed eonsideration of the ditterent
clauses of the Bill in Committee. However,
I hope that when the Bill reaches the Com-
mittee stage various amendments which
have been outlined will receive the support

2353

of members. The proposed impost of 8§ per
cent. on the Excise and Customns is ahso-
lutely iniquitous.

AMr. A. Thewson: Is not that charged in
Yictoria ?

Mr. J. H, SMITH: I do not know aay-
thing about Victoria. It seems to me that
brewers' licenses are protected and that
even if a district is closed down, brewers
will still be able to manufacture there and
send the liquor to other distriets. There
are numerous clauvses in the Bill with which
I disagree, but if every member spoke on
each and every one of his objections to this
measure, we would be here not till next
Christmas but tiil the Christmas after that.
I shall not vote against the cecond reading,
beeause it might be said that I was afraid
of the light of day being thrown on the
liquor Dbusiness in Western Australia, In
Committee, however, I shall endcavour to
get the Bill amended considerably.

Mrs. COWAN (West Perth) [1137]: I
rise to support the sceond reading of the
Bill, because | was returned to the House
to support local option by a bare majority
vote and also to do my utmost to help in
any way to eliminate by degrees the evils
of this traffic from our midst. [ am one of
those who believe that straight-out prohibi-
tion is an tmpossibility here at the present
time, and that we have to go gradually,
gtep by step. and the public must go with
us.

Hon, W. (. Angwin: Tt must he dona
throughout Australia. You eannot do it in
this State alone.

Mrs, COWAN: The hon, member may be
vight. Derbaps members do not think
sufliciently of the fact that aleohol iz a
racial poison and that it is very important
that they should think deeply on this point
when dealing with the subjeet, because of
the effect it must have on the race. I re-
member what an illumination it was to me
the first time 1 heard the subject dizenssed
from that point of view, It was by Dr.
Saleeby in London in 1913. I never realised
liefore that there were three racial poisons
that could absolutely poison the very germ
that Iaid the foundation of life of the
coming child. When we remember this, we
shonld think very seriously, and deliberate
well on what we are deing when we en-
courage a trafile which we know is so un-
satisfactory and deadly in its results to the

race,
Mr. Lambert: What are- the other two
poisons?

Mrs, COWAN: White lead and syphilis,
If this teafic were so vemarkably good as
some menbers would have us helieve, is it
not strange that licensees nearly always
endeavour to sceure employvees who are
abstainers? Again, many publicans do not
Irink at all beepuse they realise the evils
arising from liquor, the hold it might get
upon them, and the detriment it wounld be
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to their business and to their surroundings
generally. That is ome of the points
which always appeals strongly to think-
ing people. I have heard great fault
found with the Premier to-night. I
think, with the pressure that has heen
brought to bear upon him from both sides,
he has done even better than we might have
expected, although I do not agree with every-
thing that is contained in the Bill. He is
right in regard to his taxation proposals, and
will get any support I can give him in that
respect. If we can afferd to spend enormous
amounts yearly in drink, and only a moderate
amount on education, there is something
wrong with our point of view, and we are
not particularly balanced people as to
what s best for the community. Even
with this tax we are not geing to
pay the cost of everything that drink
brings apon the State. We have only
to look at the cost to the community
for the upkeep of our gaols and our hospi-
tals. Our gaols are full of people who have

got there, many of them, as a result
of drink, Our police have to be paid
and kept largely because of the num-
bers of people who drink; as  have

also our judges and our stipendiary magis-
trates. Our Old Men’'s Home ard ocur asy-
lums are all affected. Venereal disease is
brought about probably more as a result
of people drinking than anything else. We
have to spend something like £82,000 a year
on State children, very largely because of
the drinking habits of their parents.
If we go into the proportions we should
probably be amazed, just as we are amazed
at the vesults of drink as we see them in the
Chillren's Court.

Hon. P. Collier:  Venereal disease haa
swept over countries where the people have
been non-drinkers,

Mrs. COWAN: Quitc so, and that always
will he. The greater proportion of the peo-
ple is affretel as  a  consequence of
drink -than of anvthing else. Then we have
our orphanagea full mainly for the same

reason,  One of the saddest things is to see
the results of our wine shops. [ support
every word the wmember for Leederville

(Capt. Carter) said on that subject. It is
henrtbreaking to see what is going on, and
realise what these wine shops are doing. Tt
ig all very well to talk ahout making wine
the drink of the people, We cannot do that
unless we break it down very considerably.
I have spent a great deal of time in contin-
ental eountries and know something about

what people get there in the way of wine, -

They certainly do not get anything like Aws-
ralian wine. The wine they do get would in
this country be regarded as a temperance
beverage.

Hon, P. Collier: Wine.drinking countries
in Europe are the most sober of the coun-
tries.

Mra. COWAN: Because the wine they drink
there would come under the heading of a tem-
perance drink if it were used in Australia.

[ASSEMBLY.]

People can, of course, get strong drink if
they want it. The wine that is usually
drunk on the econtinent is praetically non-
alecholic. It is rather sour and has 1o
strength in it, and would not affect a man’s
brain in the least.

Alr. Lambert: It would give you a pain.

Mrs. CDWAN: If hotels are the won-
derful places they are said to be, and are such
a boon to the community, why is it that
sereens are needed across the bar doors? It
has always puzzled me, as a woman, why, if
people want a harmless glass of liguor, they
have to go behind a sereen to drink it. I
have only once been in a public bar, and
that was during the war. There were some
young soldiers in the bar, and some of us
went in and persnaded them to go quietly
back to Blackboy and get away from any
further temptation. I cam see no objection
to a person going into a bar, if he desires
to do so, but cannot understand the reason
for the sereen.

Mr. Teesdale: It is to keep the dust out.

Mrs, COWAN: There should be no need
for a secreen for that purpose. I should like
to have seen the Bill provide for the taling
of a poll on election day. If we can save
the country £3,577 on the next occasion we
ought to do so. It may not sound a very
startling sum when we realise the amount
of the deficit, but it ought to be possible
to save that amount. 1 understand that wad
the cost of the last poll. I am in favour
of the registration of bar attendants, but re-
gret that nothing has been embodied in the
Bill to abolish barmaids, [ have the great-
est respeet for many women who are mar-
ried well, and whom one meets in ordinary
society all the world over, but who have been
barmaids. 1 have nothing to say against
them., It is nmot a suitable employment for
women. By making the bar attractive by
the employment of barmaids our sons are
the more likely to be tempted and led astray.
I should like to see men do their own dirty
work, if they must have hotels and bars, and'
run the bars themselves. (lause 2 of the
Bill requires amendment and the words “fal-
cohol  drink’’ defined. As it is, an ex-
traordinary position may arise if no better
definition is put in than at present exists, I
cannot say I think the clanse dealing with
temporary liecnses is a good one. T am
opposed to the three-fifths majority. My
clectors were strongly in favour of the bare
majority vote. I do not think compensation
should be given. Ten years’ notice was
given, and cvervone knew that there was
this period in which to get ready for the
altered econditions. If the House decides by
a majority to give compensation, it should
certainly be made to apply to the reduction
houses as well as the others. T do not see

why it shoull be made to apply to
any in the circumstances. DPeople who
have been referred to as hona fde

travellers have beer a curse, and I am glad
the Premier is going to do his hesat to abolish
the type. T hope the House will assist him
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in that direction. The general public have
given evidence of their desire to lessen the
evil. Even though they were in the min-
ority, I am going to argne on the lines
of the members for Pilbara (Mr. Un-
derwood). He said that the minority who
wanted a drink should be considered more

than the majority who did met. I claim
that the minority of those who voted
for non-license deserve as much con-
sideration as the majority who voted
for reduetion, The thing c¢uts both
ways. We had better use our logic

and realise that, It was stated that we
had no right to have reduction at all. I
am sorry that this has not been provided
for in the Bill. We shonld have the right
to vote reduction as well ag no license, [
do not agree that we should necessarily
copy the State of Vietoria. If we have
500 hotels for a population of 330,000
people, we are altogether ont of proportion.
In Vietoria their is a population of ome
and a half million. ;

The Premier: The proportion in the two
States is abont the same.

Mrs, COWAN: We have more hotels than
we want, and Victoria also must have more
than she wants. The member for Pilbara
spoke of non-productiveness which the tax

wonld bring about. The npon-productive
effect of a public house is greater
than will be be brought about by any

form of tax. HMe argued that the taxation
would mean non-productiveness in many
directions, and that we should lose by it.
We lose far more from the effeet of aleohol
on the people who have beecome hopeless
and helpless, and whom we have to keep
out of our own pockets because they are
wnable to contribute to any tazation them-
selves. I agree that to take a vote of the
whole State might be the best means of set-
tling the question . It would probably
give ws a very good idea of what the
whole community want, But I do not thiak
that we shall be permitted to do this, cither
by the licensed victuallers or by anyone
else. Possibly “‘no license’’ would be carried
throughout the State. Therefore that means
of finding out has been carefully avoided. As
regards clubs, I certaiely think they should
be on t}e same footing as hotels,. The
tradiag hours I would like to see made
from 9 am. to 6 pan. Why should a public
house have a right to longer hours of
trading than ordinary business places have?
Throughout the rest of the Commonwealth
the hours are now from nine to six,

Mr. Johnston: The hours are.from six to
six in some States.

Mrs. COWAN: T see no reason why drink
should be sold after hours. It would be a
good idea if the sale of drink in hotels
were prohibited after 6 p.m., and if then
they were only permitted to supply meals.
I kpow that travelling to Moora and else-
where with my husband I found that after
§ pm., the only thing obtainable in hotels
was liguor, Nothing to eat was obtainable,
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except it was a biscuit. These experiences
refer to some years back; but if that cor-
dition of affairs still exists, it should be
remedied. One should be able to get u
dinner at an hotel in the evening.

Mr. Simons: They would put the dogs

on you if you asked for a meal afier 6
o’clock.

Mrs. COWAN: The hours of hotels should
be from nine to six, seeing that the sale of
drink is a business transaction, and especi-
ally seeing that the traffic is one that is
detrimental to the community, and not
benefieial.  Publicans themselves, in fact
all people conmected with the trade, admit
it. On the other hand, I acknowledge that
temperance people are not doing what they
should in the way of providing substitutes
for liquor, As to the remark of the mem-
ber for Nelson (Mr. J. H, Smith) abount
taking wine for one’s stomach’s sake, the
text simply shows that alecoholie liguor
should be taken medicinally, and not as a
baverage. 1 support the second reading,
believing that with various amendments the
Bill may be made a satisfactory measure.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [11-55]: I op-
poee the second reading of the Bill. On my part
there is neither friendship for the liquor trade
nor fear of the temperance party. No such
considerations affect me in the slightest degree
in epeaking or vofing in support of proposals
which I believe will tend towards reform. I
would vote for this measure if it were a real
reform Bill, Again, I would vote for the measure
if it were simply a taxation Bill.

The Premier: In that case you can vate for the
Bill.

Mr. LAMBERT: It iz a taxation Bill, and
nowige a reform Bill.

The Premier: It is reform and taxation too.

Mr. LAMBERT: Tt represents an attempt
to meet, by some subterfuge, in the dress of
temperance reform, the day by day accumulating
deficit. At this laste stage of the sessiom, if
for no other reason than lack of time, members
would be justified in opposing any amendment
of the liquor lawa. I am sorry that I have not
the opportunity to speak at & more propitious
stage mote lengthily on liquor reform. There is
much in what was said by the member for
Kanowns (Hon. T. Walker) and by the member
for West Perth (Mrs, Cowan). However, the
measure asks the temperance party to be satisfied
with certain apparent reforms, while on the other
hand it proposes to give the Government apother
£100,000 of revenue, That £100,000 of taxation
will be immediately passed on to the consuming
public by the liquor trade, Therefore I cannot
support the second reading of this Bill. There
are equitable means of taxation available to the
Government in place of imposing further taxza.
tion on liquor. We should not for the sake of
s contribution to the exchequer close our eyes
to what is needed in the way of liquor reform,
That would be merely humbugging with the
question. There is no use in adopting the
uncompromisingd attitude of demanding pro-
Libition in & day. The member for West Perth
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herself admitted this. We should so remodel
our licensing legislation that it will be headed
in the direction of reform, towards the minimisa-
tion of the consumption of aleoholic drinks in
what can be consideved the wrong way. If the
Government would bring down a clear reform
measure——

The Premier: In this Bill you have got
reform and you have got taxation. Surely
you do not want any more.

12 o'clock midnight.

Mr. LAMBERT: The Premier hrs made a
mix-up of reform and taxation. What is really
in the mind of the Government is increased
taxation. I am not geing to condone measures
which will not lead to reform as properly under-
stood, just because the CGovernment want an
additional £100,000 a year from the liquor trade,
and the liquor trade passes it on to the people I
represent. That is why I feel we would not be
justified in voting for the second reeding.

Mr. Teesdale: You would object to their
getting it from anywhere,

Mr. LAMBERT: I would not object to their
getting it from the hon. member. If the hon.
member were 80 self sacrificing as to go into the
centre of Australia and lose himself for ever, and
if by that the Government could get revenue, I
would condone the action. The Lahour Party
has never side-stepped the question of liguor
control. We have had so-called liquor reformers
up against us, but we have stood shoulder to
shoulder, actuated hy a desire to secure a reform
of the traffic. I have seen, and I ean picture,
some shocking examples of people who diink
excessively,

Mr, Teesdale: Don't look over here,

Mr. LAMBERT: And I can picture some
shocking examples of over-eating.

The Premier: Don’t look at me.
the member for Gascoyne.

Mr. LAMBERT : At all events, any attempt
to point to examples of intemperance gets ua but
very little further ahead. The use of liquor
hes heen going on for centuries and, I suppose,
will continue for centuries to come, A wonderful
experiment in prohibition is being tried by the
Americens to-day, and it is to be hoped that the
experiment will succeed.,

The Premier: I had yesterday a report from
San Francisco which is not very cheering.

Mr. LAMBERT: I expect the Premier is
now speaking in hias eapacity as Treasurer, and
that the report he has received is not cheering
because it shows greatly decreased taxation.
It would pay the people of this State to induce
us to devote a whole session of Parliament to
this question.

Mr. Simons: We should he lobhyed to
death.

Mr. LAMBERT: All the lobbying in the
world could not shift me from my uncompromising
desire for liquor reform. I will stand or fall,
live or die by that attitude, which I think tends
to the welfare of the country.

Mr. Teesdale: Hear, hear!

Mr. LAMBERT: On this question we should
get down to the fact.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: There & only one thing—
Ntate hotels.

Look at

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. LAMBERT: I know the esteem the hon.
member has for a good hotel, but there are
disadventages even in that respect, When,
as a party, we initiated State hotels, we were
treading the path of reform. Although it
resulted in the provision of gond houses of accum-
modation, I do not know whether they have
fulfilled those functions which the original
framers of that plank of our platform desired.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I was dealing with the
mandate of the people.

Mr. LAMBERT: There is nothing in the Bill
about accepting the mandate of the peoplr,

Mr. Munsie: The Bill Aouts it.

Mr. LAMBERT: Apparently the mandate
of one section of the people has heen accepted
and i3 made to stand for one part of the Bill,
while another part has been supplied hv the
opposite extremists. Thus have the (lovem-
ment compromised between the two. Apparently
the Premier has prominent in his mind the ides
of taxation. Regarding the matter super-
ficially, one would say that liquor is a luxury that
can stand taxation. But who iz the person who
is to he taxed 7 Much has been snid of the
misery resulting from the misuse of alcoholie
liquors, Who is it that suffers that misery ?
The member for Kanowna (Hon, T. Walker)
drew 5 painful picture of the state of things
obtaining, and the memher for West Perth
(Mrs. Cowan) intengified its gloom. But let
me point out that to increase the cost of a pint
of heer will mean additional hardship for the
woman who wants to buy food and clothing for
her children. Under no ecircumstances can I
ree merit in the Bill.

The Premier: If you cannot see any merit in
i, we cannot make you, Let ustakeit at that.

Mr. LAMBERT: To take the attitude of
agking for prohibition in a day is atupid. A
netion of 100 million souls is to-day trying the
experiment of prohibition. There is no need for
ue to rush in and make a aimilar experiment
under almost precisely similar conditions, H
prohibition fails in the United Btates, it will
unquestionebly fail in Australia. Our legisia-
tion should be shaped to the bettering of the
trade, to the cutting out of the ohjectionahle
features. As an illugtration: I do not helieve
in the ordinary bar. I believe in the up-to-date
Continental system, whereby, if a man wants
a drink, he gets it in & room ianto which he can
take his wife or his sister,

Mr, Pickering: There is alan the beer garden.

Mr., LAMBERT: Yes. This oRjectioanble
system of *‘ breasting the har ™ iz what I ohject
to.

The Premier: You are not obliged to breast
the bar, you know,

Mr. LAMBERT: Where else can onc po?
In pine-tenths of the hotels of Western Australia,
the man who went into a sitting-roomn to get 2
drink would be left to knock and kick for & long
time hefore he succeeded in attracting attention ;
and then the landlord or Lherman wuuld fancy
they had a lunatic to dezl with. The sbfuption
of the Continental system, with the conseyuent
aholition of the bar, would not affect the revenues
of the publican, while it woull delete the nost
objectionable feature of our system of hatel

trading. To sperk upon reform in viub life iy
unnecessary. Whether c¢lubs should continue

to have granted te them an cxelusive privilege
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of drinking at all times, is a matter for the House
to decide. Personally, 1 rarely frequent clubs,
and the matter does not affect me.

The Minister for Agriculture: You are &
mermaber of the most select club in the State.

Mr. LAMBERT : Yes, by virtue of the people’s
recognition of merit. The proper course at this
late stage of the session is to endeavour, firstly,
to defeat the second reading of the Bill. If the
measure does emerge from Committee, it will
do so in such an emasculated condition that the
Premier will hardly know it. Certainly it will
never pass another place. Therefore it is futile
to discuss the provisions of the measure even
tentetively. If the Premier wants more revenue
from the liquor trade let him come to the House
and say, “T have no other avenune of taxation
open to me.”

The Premier : Will it not spoil a good speech
if you go on much longer ?

Mr. LAMBERT: The Premier is the only
member who thinks this is & good speech.
have not yet attempted to make a speech ; this
is only an introduction. We have a right to
grant the Government another £100,000 per
annum of revenue from the liquor trade, if we
wish t0 do s0. But let us not confound that-
sort of thing with liquor reform. It is not
fiquor reform ; it is the most stupid compromise
conceivable. The liquor trade must be reminded
that its members were granted an immunity
of 10 years. That promise of immunity the
people of this country have faithfully obszerved.

Mr. Teesdale : 1 wish we could get immunity
from you.

Mr. LAMBERT: If I were to be truthful
and just, I would make the member for Roebourne
aquirm. However, the member for North-East
Fremantle asks me to be charitable, and I will
follow that advice fromm my Deputy Leader.
In the first place, we have a right to express our
opinion regarding the taxation-garnering clauses
of the Bill

The Premier: You said that before.

Mr. LAMBERT : I am against those clauses.
I believe this Bill represents a half-hearted at-
tempt to compromise over the stunning results
of the recent local option polls, and for this
reason I am opposed to the Bill. I do not think
anything fruitful will result from the passage
of the measure. If the Bill does pass the second
reading stage and is carried throngh Committee,
it will be cut to pieces a8 a result of the varied
opinions prevailing in this House. I hope the
Government will realise from the opinions ex-
pressed to-night that liguor reform is desired in
Western Australia, and that we will not accept
any reform in such guise as this, merely to hand
over to the Government an additional £100,000
of revenme every year.

On motion by Mr. A. Thomson, debste ad-
journed.

BILL—LAND AGENTS.
In Committee.

Resumed from 9Oth December ; Mr. Stubba
in the Chair, the Premier in charge of the Bill.

Postponed Clause 4—Application for license :

Mr. MacCallum Smith had moved an amend-
ment—* That in line 4 of subclause 3 the word
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‘five’ be struck out ;md the word ‘two' in.
serted in lien.”]
Mr. MacCallum SMITH: This will make

;%goamount of the fidelity bond £200 instead of

Amendment put and passed ;
as amended, agreed to.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments and the repoeh
adopted.

the clause

BILL—CLOSER SETTLEMENT.
In Committee.

Resumed from 9th December; Mr. Stubbs
in the Chair, the Premier in charge of the Bill.

Postponed Clanse 7—Acquisition of land :

The PREMIER: When this clause was pre-
viously under consideration, the view was ex-
pressed on both sides of the Chamber that the
compensation to be paid for the land should be
based on the unimproved value of the land as
returned for taxation purposes, and that the
value of the improvements should be the added
value given to the land by reason of such improve-
ments, I think there can hardly be any objection
to this. It would not be fair to take at £500 a
house which had cost that amount originally
when it might now cost the owner £800 to build
a similar house elsewhere.

Mr. Munsie: If you are going to resume the
improvements, the proper value should be put
upon them.

The PREMIER : Quite so. I have decided
to accept the suggestion and I move an amend-
ment :—

That the first paragraph of Subclause 3 be
struck out and the following be inserted in
lieu :—“ The compensation shall be bazsed
(a) on the unimproved value of the land which
shall be deemed to be the amount at which
the unimproved value is assessed for the time
being under the Land and Income Tax Assess-
ment Act 1907 with ten per centum added
thereto, and (b) on the fair value of the im.-
provements assessed at the added value given
to the land for the time being by reason of
such improvements to be agreed upon betwee1
the owner and any mortgagee or other person
having any interest in the land and the board,
or determined by arbitration under the Arbi-
tration Act 1905.”
The clause says that the unimproved value to
be placed on the land is the amount shown for
taxation. Improvements usually represent the
added value givei to the land by reason of the
improvements as they exist at the time the land
is resumed,

Mr. McCallum: What do you mean by the
added value of the land ?

The PREMIEE: The unimproved value of
the land is the land without improvements.
The added value by resson of the improve.
ments is the additional value given to the
land by the improvements.

Mr. McCallum: That is the value of the
improvenenta.

The PREMIER : Yes,
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Mr. A, THOMSON : This is a vital question
and I auggest that the Premier's amendment be
En on the Notice Paper 80 that membera may

ve an opportunity of grasping it.

The Premier: It has already been agreed to
by all of you.

Mr. A. THOMSON:
reported,

Progresa reported.

Progress should be

BILL—STAMP.
Council's pressed request.

Message received from the Council notifying
the Aseembly that it did not prees ita requost
for amendments Noa. 4, 5, and 13, but pressad
ita request for amendment No. 12.

House adjourned at 12-39 a.m. {(Wednesday).

Regislative Council,
Wednesday, 14th December, 1921,
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The PRESIDENT took the Cha:r at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers,

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL DEPART-
MENT.

Difference between experts.

Hon. E. H., HARRIS asked the Minister
for Education: 1, Has the Minister’s atten-
tion been drawn to a paragraph appearing in
the ‘‘ West Australian’’ of the 10th instant,
wherein it is stated that a serious difference
has arisen between the Director of Agricul-
tore and the Agricultural Chemist? 2, If so,
ig it the intention of the Government to hold
an inquiry into this matter? 3, If not, why
not ¥

[COUNCIL.]

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, The departmental pro-
eedure nsual in such cases will be followed.
3, Bee reply to No. 2.

QUESTION—WOREKERS’' EDUCA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION.

Hon. A. H. PANTON asked the Minister
for Education: 1, In the event of the Work-
er’s Educational Association agreeing to es-
tablish tutorial classes throughout the State,
will the Government agree to subsidise the as-
sociation to the extent asked for, viz,, £2,000
per year? &, If not prepared to asmst to tlus
extent, will the Government agree to any
measure of finaneial support to the assoecia-
tion?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: When funds are available the matter-
will receive consideration.

QUESTIO\'—SCHOOL TEACHERS”’
MISDEMEANQURS.

Hon. A. H. PANTON asked the Minister
for Education: 1, In the event of a school
teacher committing a misdemeanonr and not
being dismissed from the service, iz the
teacher given a clean sheet after two years?
2, If not, will the Minister give instructions
for this to be done in the future?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, No. 2, No,

BILL—EDUCATION ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Leave to introduce refused.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. H, P. Colebatch—East) [4.34]: I
move—

That leave be given to introduce a Bill
for ar Act to further amend the law re-
lating to public elementary education.

Hon. J. DUFFELL (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban) [4.35]: It is somewhat unusual to
offer any opposition to a motion of this
nature. However, at the beginning of the
present sitting, the Leader of the House
gave notice of his intention to move that
doring the remainder of the session the
House should meet at 3 p.m. instead of 4.30
pm. daily, and it appears to me that it is
not in keeping with the spirit we expect
the Leader of the House te display towards
the close of the session and after Standing
Orders have been suspended for the pur-
poar of cleaning up the Notice Paper, that
new Bills should be introdueced. It might
be contended that this is a non-contentious
measure, The fact remains that for a con-
siderable time past, this House has been
devoting a lot of time to other Billa which
could possibly have been got through much
earlier if we bad had a reasonable amount



